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„fold Conſent, Gi, otic. "of the 
_ the Perſon elected Was to be a ap 
e Eng: "infomuch chat, 


the Settlement of Mini ors. v4 has been 1 Practice 


from the Reformation, thro the different Periods. of 
fo this Church, till of late Years. > | 
41, That, as the neceflary 'Conſent of the Pariſh, "as 
well as of the 5 is become the fixed Prin- 
_ *  . eiple of this Church, as contained j in our Books of Diſ- 
1 Ps ry line, ratified. both by Acts of Aſſembly, Council, f 
11 Parliament, ſubſcribed and ſworn to by all- Ranks ' 
in the National Covenant; ſo the ſame Hands juſtified by | 
the Conſent of all Antiquity; not only from the unde- 
-niable Practice of the e Church, but from the 
Practice of this Church, befors' 7 was introduced 
into Britain. 
| 30, That this Principle i is not on! J thus conform to a, | 
q Practice of the Primitive Church, but was at the ' | 
| Reformation affirmed w be a Proteſtant Princi le, 
| and ſtands further _ uſtified by the Principles and Pra” 
| _ Rice of the beſt reformed Churches. : 
5775 That this Conſent of a Pariſh i in "oe 
eftion of their. Miniſter, is N 10 to be founded 
= 17 ord of God; not only by the Judgment of 
hurch, as contained in our Books 2 Bie, 
_ of the B Church, as appears from Cyprian ; 
but alſo of the moſt eminent foreign Divines fince the, 
Reformation; Such: , Luther, Calvin; Rexa, 3 ws, ( 
E hor Zanchius, unius, Cartwright, "Baldwin, 
and the unanimous Conſent of all our Scots: Fred yte- 
Tian Divines down to theſe late Y cars, and N othe ay 
anos, both by rpg and Herr ao wo 
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| ; A1 to the firſt of theſe, to "hos * Tow: . a. 
{ us Books of A ee namely, That to the Settle- 
| ment of a Miniſter, there was a twofold Conſent made 
 - neceſſary, viz. one of the Pariſh, and another of 1 ; 
POST» Before I . to the . 


NES 


1 aich Wee the Bool ef Ditch 


| 17 "#ery 1s really the Greek Wo 
| guage, While Elderſbip is the Eule 74 Word anſwerit 


- obviate'a "very Coat oY 
Ing of the Word Elderſpip. ; B 
ipline,is meant Wenn . 
0 'by ery, and not the Seſſion, as it has now comme, 0 

For, as in the Book of Diſcip line they declare,  - 
| — — 5 Word Elder, in the reſtricted 47 ordinary enſe 
-of it, means only the Reting Elder; bur, in the general 

and large Senſe, it com pong allo Paſtors. and Doffors, 
5 well as” Ruling Elters : 80 likewite, becauſe the | 
\Presbytery is the firft and ordinary Convention be. 
Tei g and ri, {or 8 it is therefore 
 retmed Elderſhip ; cally that the Wor 7 


to it; and therefore was the Name of the Judicator ry - 
at that Time. And becauſe our Mi ake about the Mean = 
ing of this Word ſeems to be the Reafon why the 
Books of | Diſcipline, are themſelves ſo much miſtaken | 
1 beg the Reader's Patience to illuſtrate a Folie Ip | 
nece 20 tho nor ſo entertaining in my | Entry * | 
For, if, Tei h thoſe Books of Diſcip pline we find. 


| ek Things affirmed. of the Elderſhip, a5 ' Cahnot Fa ; 
1 allowed ever to have . to any Seffion, or 


| omni Conſiſt * they are eſtabliſhed ; 2 

2d Book of Ripline,! "Chap. zd Par. 6. 
ue F Ordination are Faſting, earneſt e 
and Impoſition of the Hands of the Elder vip ; which muſt - 


| _ granted is the Presbytery, from rhe Impoſition of 


Hands aſcribed to them. And; Chap. 8. Par. zd, This 
they ang br to do, according to the Judgment of the Pres- 
pd or Eldenſbip (of which tbe Deacons are not.) In which 

_ Paſſage, as Preabytery and Eldey/bip are ſynonimouſly 
uted, ſo the Presbytery is further pointed out, as here 
meant, by the Expreſſion, of which "the oral ave . 
not, Sho; tho they were never of the Presby et 
- mere on Membe ö $ of Seines; 80 chat t e 


adopted into our Lan- 


W NE 


| bone grads made uſe oh, it is PPP = to notice, that the 


1 e a runs thus, 2. 1 * feſt King a 
_ 


rk, 
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lte + Amb, called the 1 
ſbip, we hays it deſcribed in the 10 


ſe it is the late Collection of our ay psf eg — 4 


cak of 
wd Sort of 
” they be within Fs es 9 
| they exorc ve the Power, Authority and Fudiſdifion of the 
SES A wy and therefore bear Jometimg = 
he Nap . Ke & Bat, in the old itions I and this 
7 dope n in rp Find A tg by itſelf; and ought o 
I 1 0 altho 2 825 Publick i 1s Excee- 


hat 10. P indeed y 


ee | . 
8 muſt = or oY mY every 
1 7 55 to be one, E eng yt 


ded together: For,as 44 
2 h means the Sefton, ſo the 

inly . out the Pregbytery, 
"JONES That __ Ju Elders oe _ 


ir particular Kirks nay. 

np e their age Cauſes 3 
wie an every particular Can 

ho. cry —T Ig in the comers 
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3 communication, as by Par 
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- | Ard char Kirls be keep'din, 

x 13. Ng 58 

. den nchen Paragraphs, b 
1 * 10. 11, 12. and now 

. 5 „ "uy, th 


de Ml ; 7 5 "sf " = 
pert 5 7 
| | | M3 : 
* 8 ac * , 


Elinbursb and lars 1 


rg neither the Deſcription nor Juriſdictian here men- 
tioned will or, in theſe General 

Whole Elders of” el r Seſſion are alſo 1 
bert of the General Seſlion ; whereasthe foreſaid De- 
Leription of chis E 1. ho 


. airy our _— Fil 
Fur 5 Bat, 2do, t is 
* ! EN 


bf Fans, an e | 252 


is to this, Day peculiar to the Presbytery ; it is. moſt 
kvident, that by Elderſpip is here meant the Presbytery. 
T ſhall only add upon this Head, That in the Act of 
Parliament 1592, eſtabliſhing Presbyterian Government 
in the Church, we there find Presbytery and Elder/brp in 
like Manner uſed ſynonimouſly by the Legiſlature. 
From all which it is evident, that as we fuid the Preſ- 
bytery thus every where termed Eldeꝝſbip, both by Church 
and State, ſuch muſt have been the proper Name of the 
Court at that Time, eſpecially that t Fc in their 
Nature ſynonimous, the one being the Engliſh Word, 
anſwering to the other which is the GreekWord adopte 
into dur Language, as was obſerved,  , ö 


And altho' I might yer further put this Point beyond 
all Diſpute, by ſhowing from our old Acts of Aſſembly, 
That the Presbytery was firſt called the Exerciſe, 
and that the Exerciſe was by the Aflembly declared 
to be the Presbytery, which Presbytery, is by theſe vey 

Act promiſtuouſly termed Presbytery or N and 
mor frequently the latter; yet, left I ſhould 1 
to labour the Point top much, having alteady ſaid what 

is ſufficient; I therefore proceed in the next Place to 
ſhew, Thar to the Settlement of a Minifter there was a 

twofold Conſent inade neceſſary, by theſe ſame Books of 
Diſcipline, viz. one bf the Elderſhip or Presbytery; 
and anorher of the Congrepation ; ind, where either of 
theſe were wanting, the Settlemeiit tould not proceed. 

[| This r of the Pariſh was Either tacite, in 

which Caſe Silence was 2 conſtructed a Conſent; 

1 or it was explicite, and ſo we find it termed promiſcu- 

diuuſly, Eiettun by the Votes and Suffrages of the Con- 
Conſent of the Congregation, the Judg ment, Will and 
- Fſſent of the Congregation. And as the Approbatiotm 
"of the Foe was thus variouſly expreſſed, ſo likewiſe 
was that of the Elderſbip or Preabytery in the ſame Books 
df Diſcipline : Thus it is called, The Examination an 

Admiſſion of the Elderſhip; the Preſemation, Conſent, 

aendern of the Elderthip, Of theſe I hal offs 
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„Church be judged unable of the Regimen by the 
[| „% Learned; For altogether this is to be ayoided, That 
[| % any Man 'be violently intruded or thruſt in upon the 
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4 Congregation; but this 2 4 with all Care muſt \ £ 
ebe reſerved to every ſeveral Churgh, to have their 


* 
Se 
P. 
to every Ti 
s Votes and n the Election of their Miniſters. th 
- «Bur violent Intrufion we call not, when the Council ar 
e of the Church, in the Fear of God, and for the Salys- be 
'« tion of the People, offereth to them a ſufficient Man is 
-« to inſtruct them, whom they ſhall not be forced to ad- 60 
d mit before juſt Examination, as before is ſaid . 
Here it muſt be noticed, That ſome run away with 
this laſt Sentence of the Paragraph, viz. But violent 
- Intyiefion eve call not, when the Council of the Church, in 
the Fear of God, © offereth unto them a ſufficient Man, ir cc 
Ec. as if it were a general Aſſertion there intended; 
That thę Council of the Church 8 in ay Caſe give vi 
the Pariſh a Man at their Pleaſure. To which it is anſwe- 
red, That, as it was impoſſible for our worthy Reformers | ** 
thus to mean Contradictions; ſo this laſt Sentence muſt iſ - «< 
be confiſtent with What goes before in the very ſame * 
Paragraph, wherein they lay down the particular Caſe 
| in which the Council.of the Church may 24 them a 
Man, namely, when the Pariſh is in mora, by being ei- 
| ther negligent or unwilling to elect; and ſo this laſt 
Sentence muſt of Neceſſity relate to that particular Cafe, 
diz. That, when the Pariſh is in mora to ele, the Coun. 
| _ cil of the Church may give them a Man; and in that 
Caſe ſuch their giving is no violent Intruſion, & c. Ex 
ſpecially that there is no other Caſe mentioned in the 
1 Booki of Diſcipline, in which the Council of tha 
Church can give them a Man, r 00-lagi the Pariſh. 
| is thus in mora. And ſo the plain Senſe of the Para- 
| 8 put together, in Conſiſtency with itſelf, runs thus, 
That, as Geir have Power to chuſe their own Paſtor, 
et, if at any Time they are iz mora to elect, either 
by their Negligence or Unwillingneſs, the Council of 
ech giye them a Man; In which Caſe, ſuch - 
their giving, is no violent Intruſion, but giving them 
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1 plan i in * Fear of Cod, re for the ene of theis 
Souls. And ſo very nuch do they ſeem to haye the 


f People's Election at Heart, that they put the Caſe, 


That the Council of the Church gives them 4 Man; But 
that, in the mean Time, the Peo le have agreed about 


another Man: In which Caſe, t People“ s Man muſt 


be preferred to the Council's Man; And the Reaſon 


is ſabjoin'd, in theſe Words, '<< Vos: altogether this is 
'© to be avoided, That any Man be violently intruded = 


* 2 thruſt in upon a Congregation; But that this Li- 

with alf Care muſt be reſerved. to every ſeveral 
« 6 Oe, to have their Votes and Suffrages in the E- 
<« lection of their Minifters.” ee that t 15 is the ne- 


ceſſary and obvious Senſe of this Paragraph, is further 
| _— from the Aſſertion that follows n ths 8. Parag. 


« The Admiſſion of Miniſters to their Offices, 


L muſt conſiſt in the Conſent of the People and Church 


„whereto they ſhall be appointed, and Approbation 
ted for their wana 


And now, I come to conſider the Paſſages of ad Book 
of Diſcipline, relative to this Point: Bur, becauſe theſe 
are chece expreſſed in fewer Words, and that we live in 
an Age, which, in a Queſtion of this kind, will even 


| train at a Gnat and ſwallow a Camel, I may be there- 


fore allowed here to illuſtrate this Point by the Pra- 


Rice. in chuſing the Superintendent, and two As of 


Aſſembly on his Head. The 8. Parag. in the Electi- 
on of Superintendents, runs thus, W ich Day of E- 
© leftion being come, the whole Miniſters of the Pro- 


_ © vince, with 3'or 4 Superintendents next adjacent, or 


© that ſhall be thereto nominated, ſhall examine, not on- 
© ly the Learning, but alſo the Manners, Prudence, 


and Hability to govern the 5 of all che cat de 


* nominated ; that he, who ſhall be found moſt worthy, 
may be burdened with the Cha e. If the Miniſters 


bof the whole Province ſhould bring with them the 
Votes of them who are committed to their Care, tho. - 1 
* Election ſhould be more free: But "ek the Votead 8 3 1 


B 2 


©. : 


1 


> nm 


— eons 


of them that ak ſhould be required. If any 
Thing be obſected againſt. him. that ſtandeth an Electi- 
© on, the Superintendents and Miniſters muſt conſider, 


6 Malice, and they muſt anſwer” acco di gly« ' ther 

Ceremony than 2 Examination and Approbation 

© of. the Miniſters and Superintendents, with the pub- 

© lick Conſent of the Elders and People, we cannot al- 

Low.“ The Act of Aſſembly 1562 is in theſe Words, 

© According to the 4th Head of the Book of Diſcipline, 

concerning the lawful Election of Miniſters, the Af. 

_ © ſembly ordains, Fhat Inhibition ſhall be made to all 

< and ſundry Perſons now ſerving in the Miniſtry, Who- 
© have not entred into their Charges by the Order in 

© this ſame Head appointed; and this Act to have 

_ © Strength as well againſt them that are called Biſhops, 

© as others pretending any Miniſtry within the Kirk.“ 

The Act of Aſſembly, 6th Auguſt 1575, appoints Mini- 

ſters to be ſettled in their Congregations, With the 

© Conſent of the Miniſters of that Province, and the- 

© Conſent of the Flock to whom they be F. eue A 
And now, as tothe Paſſages of the zd Book of Diſci- 

pline, we have them, Chap. 3. Farag. 3d. * The gqther 

© Calling is ordinary, which, beſides the Calling of God 

© and inward Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, is the 

© lawful Approbation and outward Judgment of Men, 

© according to God's Word, and Order cttabliſhed in his 

* Kirk,” Parag. 4. This ordinary and ourward Calling 

© hath two Parts, Election and Ordination. Election 1 
the chuſing out of a Perſon or Perſans moſt able to 

© the Office that vaikes, by the Judgment of the Elder- 

© ſhip, and Conſent of the Congregation to which ſhall 

© be the Perſon. or Perſons appointed. Par. 5th, In the 

| © Order of Election, it is to be eſchewed, that any 

_ © Perſon be intruſed in any Offices of the Kirk, contrary 

© tothe Will of the Congregation to which they are ap- 

pointed, or withqut tlie Voice of the Elderſhip.” 

"Tis here to be obſerved from theſe Paragraphs of the 2d 

Hook of Diſcipline, Thar, astheſe are the ahi Paſſages in 


| 1 


+ 
o 


* 


« whether the QbjeQion be made of Confcience or te 


13 ) 
heſe Book which ol ths! Matter of 
tons, the C onſent of the El 
nation, and Which we have alread y were hom | 
to de the Presbytery; ſo there is here plainly ren | 
the twofold Ne tive- above-mentioned fro which there 
could be no Settlement ines, the joint. Con of 0 
batt Pariſh a and Presbytery. the other Hand, 54 G 
| poſin that TIO here eee HLCM . 
which, by the by, ean never amount to more than” 4 5 
bare Sep palit Leben the Pr above. men- | 
tioned are duly: 'confidered ; eſpecrally that in the 
very next Paragraph to theth KY eftivn, ye haye ir 
affirmed, chat by the /mpoſition of the Hands of this very” 
en the Ceremeny of Ordination is ON 
yet, I fay, even in that ſuppoſed Caſe, the Se ng] 
[the Kae tion is 10 ſtrongly affirmed in theſe Para- 
ir ſeems to he Aok equal to them, he- 
ther als Elder nyt om mean Seſſion or 'Presbyrery, ſeein 
without e ſent there can e why 
out t 7 we u my ps 
2 Wards can Re 5 whe frog 
ad Book of 'Diſtipline, Chap. 1a. Parag, Ich, The 
Liberty of the Election of Pe: De. o the Eccle- 
4 * wel Functions, and obſerved without Interruption, 
e: ſo long as the Kirk was not E by Antichriſt, 
1; uwe defire to be reſtored and retained within this 
is. Fs that none be intruſed upon any Congregation, | 
„ 3 che Prince, or an Inferior Perſon, without 
| « jawful lection, and the Aſſent of the People over 
o whom the Perſon is placed; as the Pradtice of the 
- © Apoftolical and Fringe Kirk and good Order 
II F craves.” Par. 10. And becauſo this Order, Which 
e* God's Word craves, 8 with Patronages and 


* 8 


* 


y Preſentation. to Benefice "Rt: defice all them that 
7 truly ſear God, reh 1 conſider, That for- 
- * aſmuch as the W of and Beneſices, ; 


together with. the 44 1. 5 reof, have flowed from 
the Pope, and Corruption of the "Caion Law only,” 


9 5 E 


{ is ſo far as Rereby wy 9 was e * 


. : _ \ 


eover Kirks having curam animarum; And faraſ- ith 


© fire the Kingdom of his Son Jeſus Chriſt to be ad- 
_ © yanced, they will alſo embrace and receive that Po- 
© licy and Order which the Word of God and upright 
_ © Effate of his Kirk craves; otherways it is in vain 


out the Conſent of their own Flocks. ako WH 
And here I beg Leave to obſerve, as to theſe Paſſages y 


yet the poſitive 
appears as plainly to have belonged to the Congregation, 
of Diſcipline. Thus, Chap. 4th. Parag. 2d. *It apper-. | 


_ © tained to the People, and to every ſeveral Congregati- 
3 on, to elect their own Minifter.” Parag. 4. We have Reaſ. 


Paragraph, can in no Caſe chuſe for the People, 
except in the Caſe of their being in mora to e- 


in the Election of the Superintendent, as above - ciited, we 
find it affirmed, That, if the Miniſters of the whole 


Book of Diſcipline, we find no Paſlages therein con- 


. ˙——³w)7˙“7]˙—i OOO 


* | 
( ; I4 ) 1 . ; & 


— 


© much as that Manner of proceeding hath no Ground 
© in the Word of God, but is contrary to the ſame, and 
© to the faid Liberty of Election, they ought not now 'N 
© tohave Place in this Light of Reformation: And there. 
© fore, whoſocver will embrace God's Word, and de- 


© that they have profeſſed the ſame.” And, Anne 1596. 
the Aſſembly forbids, *'The chuſing of Miniſters with- 


o 


bytery have e a Negative on the Settlement, 
lection or Nomination of the Perſon wy 


rom the whole Paſſages above-cited of our Ir: Book 


it plainly aſſerted, That the Man choſen by the People 
is to be rn to the Man choſen by the Council 
of the Church; who, as it would 2 from that 


le&, as is there mentioned. And, which is further 
evident from that other Paſſage in the ſame Paragraph, - 
< But this Liberty with all Care muſt be reſerved to 
© every ſeveral Church, to have their Votes and Suffrages 
© in. the Election of their Minifter.” And further, even pat 


© Province ſhould bring with them the whole Votes of 
< them that are committed to their Care, the Election Ius c 
© ſhould be the more free ; but always the Votes of them Inion 
< that conveen ſhould be required. 2d, As to the ad Id P 


rained, 


\ 
\ 


| rained, relative to this Point,.. except theſe Two in 
ap. zd, Parag. 4. and 53. juſt now mentioned, and 
much diſputed: As to which there ſeems to be 
1 nothing anent this Matter of the poſitive Election or 
Nomination of the Perſon; But theſe Paſſages ſeem 
to point out the twofold Conſent. ot Pariſh and 


That ſeeing I have already made it 
tery, ſoit like - 

is u the 

nt. muſt 


« ppear, that by Elder/bip, is meant the ay 
ent 


ts; 
on 


2 


ui 
A 


Ph, ¶ pprobation of the Presbytery, and which is ſo often. 
to fpeated and pointed out by that firſt Book to be the 
iges orm thereby eſtabliſhed ; It ſeems abſurd to imagines | 
ven pat our Church intended anywiſe to deſert that Rule,” 
, we theſe two Paſſages in the 2d Book, which contain d 


Yus. capable of being ſo eaſily (and, in my humble o- 
nion, ſo juſtly) reconeiled with their foreſaid Rule . 
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tai AG of Parliament 1640, 3 Fatt | 
Rave Oecaſion to mention, that, as the L 


ancient Righr of Settlement, which had be- 
tod by the then preceed ing” Pesd of Epi 
_ this Neſtiturion of Prezbyrery id bürdend apith an 


e be Suit and Calling of the Congregation, accordin 
# the" Alf and Prafiice of this Chin, as theſe 'A 


me acts and Practice of this Church ting the Courſe 
of her Prevbyrerian Government, prereedibg theſt Acts 
of Parliament, was to have the Pariſhes: ſeed by the | 

' Conſenrof the Presbyrety; on the Stje and Calliag of 
the; Congregatibn; and) which, in m Opinion, 

. cient 'cxplains * his Paſſage of the 2d Book: ſo md ch 


Rat 
r 


(16 


= 


everywhere" in theſe Acts reſtoring Presbyte 


1 cy ; 7 


/s' Salvo of the' Intereſt of the” Paviſhes to be ele $ 


it. From which'it plainly \ appears, that bort 


Rr 


M- 
yz But becauſe I'loye* fin ts follow' my | 
80 1. with Oonbeſſibns, therefore; even granting 
y E1devfoip is meant the Seff fon, and 11 | 1 75 
thi 


4 and Fotces in the foreſhid-Paragraph3/is meant 
ſitive Election off Nomination 85 the Perſon; yer a as 
u have already obferved, the Conſent"of the 'Congye: 


ly, and even in 
plainly a Ne- 


ion is everywhere affirmed' ſo ſtröng 
eſe Paragraphs in weſtion, thär ir is 


| gative upon the Electic ſeeing witho it the Conlent . 
8 the Congregatlon'chere can be nd Settlement; and 

for which; at this preſent Time, we would: be J well 
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Wo ab. x Point Pen 1 _ id the 


n D That this Ve of e 
yr 3 of Diſeip . 


| n rn. and Aſſant 


BY < of the People, as was the. Practice of the Apoſtelical 

ei ind Primicive Kirk. And «ih mays to; they cxprefly 

15 * Ty chin co be the Order which od Word craves 3 
and alfo further, Charge all Perſobs, :who embrace 

2 c God's Monks d defice the Ki adam of his ente 

1 * 

1 c 

5b 


ft | 5 au 2d. {Cap of the Kid Bank, in the. ;4 —— 

He they s the 2 Calling of a. Minifter, eft ablybed 
* by this, Hel, do be according to God's Hard.” And in Parag. 
2 they N this 3 We n is to be the 
| of you N rr 


onours, 
. Jer 


4 4 72 . e — ab Gor Word | 
cnt . © do { 7 Ken . _"_ 38 not bind Wer, 33 
to our Ju nts further than we are able to prove 

rel 1 © God's Ca eyeing fo myſt. we humbl 9 860 * 
vou, even as ye will anſwer in God v Preſende (before 
I © wham both ye and we muſt appear, to render Accounts 
Sy © of all pur Facts) That ye repudiate nothing for Pleaſure 
I and Affection af el, which ye be not able to im- 


che. Prore by God . eee Word. And, in 
Fel r ſaid firſt Book; the expreſs them< 
elves. thus; If b e bear G 

| ht © we.douht not but He in your greateſt | 
7 ; Necefhry; But if, following your own'corru  fadgs | 
ments, ye contemn his « Voice, _ 7 we are 
aſſured your ot mary wa uity and tirude mall 
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5 66 . 
+ not long delay to execute his moſt juſt Judgments, 
4. — many Offences and long Blindacks. Grace ; 
© and Mercy offered is contemptuouſly refuſed. * And. 
in the Council's Act of Approbation, ſubjoined to the 


\ 


ſaid firſt Book of Diſcipline, they declare, That they 


tbink the ſame conform to the Word of God, in all Points + 


And therefore the ſame is ratified and ſubſcribed by the | 
ſeveral Members of the Council of Scotland, upon the 
17 of January 1560. And further, to this ſame purpoſe, | 


the Act of Aſſembly, 29 October 1578, mentions, That, 
becauſe the true Religion is not able to continue oy endure 


long, without a good Diſcipline and Policy; in that Part 


have they alſo employed their Will and Study, and drawn 


forth out of the pure Fountains of God's Word ſuch Diſei- 
line as is meet to remain in the Kirk. And, 24th of 


April 1581, the Aſſembly, after complaining, That, al- 
tho much Travail had been taken in forming this ad 
„ 
the Magiſtrate for Approbation thereof, yet withoi 

Effect Ds therefore appoint, That this Bock, being a= 
greed to by diverſe Aſſemblies, Pould be regiſtrate in theiv 
Books, and Copies thereof taken by every Presbytery, And, 
by Act of Aſſembly Ath of Auguſt 1590, it is appoin- 
ted to be ſubſcribed by every Minifter of this Church ; and, 


upon the zd of Fly 1591, the Aſſembly ordains it tobs | 


kept in all part, this Realm. ' „ 

From all which it appears, I mo, That, as our Church 

judged this twofold Conſent of Pariſh and Presbytery 

neceſſary in the Settlement of a Miniſter, ſo they have 

eſtabliſhed the ſame as the fixed Principle of thisChurch, 
by the foreſaid Books of Diſcipline, ratified in the Man- 
ner after-mentioned. 2do, That they judged the ſame 
founded in the Word of God, as by the Evidences 
thereof above ſet forth. 3#io, That, altho' Patronages 
were then ſtill retained unaboliſhed b 


notwithſtanding theteof, the Church takes the Liberty 


* 
® 


, of Popexy ; and affirm them to be comrary to the| 


, y the State, as aps | 
pears by the Acts of Parliament at that Time; yet, 


Wo 
eite 
, 

ſubſ 
ſam. 


'Y Pug 
r | 
God, as is at 


das 


** 


Neited r zth Chap. And further, notwithſtanding there - 


- 0 * „ 


„ of, do appoint the foreſzid Book of Diſcipline to be 
( fubſeribed by all the Miniflers of this Church, and the 
eme to be kept in all Parts of the Realm, as by the 
As agbove- cited: From which it Baus appears, that 
rhey admitted of no Prefentation, hut of the ray who 


thus, conſiſtent with their foreſaid Principles, was a- 
reeable to both Pariſh and Presb tery. And, 4to, 
cauſe . the . queſtion 
the Authority of our Books of Diſcipline, it ought to 
be obſerved, That the tf Book of Diſcipline obtained 
the Authority of the State, by the foreſt} Ratificacion, 
\ ſubſcribed by the ſeveral . embers of the Council of 
q Scofland, upon the ſaid 17th of Januaty 1560, And, 
not only in that it is thus addreſſed to the Council, of 
Scotland by the Church, as appears both by the fore- 
ſaid Preamble and Concluſion thereto prefixed and ſub- 
joined ; but alſo, it further appears to have been rati- 
ed by the Acts of Aſſembly at that Time, as by that 
foreſaid Act 1 562, By which Inbibitian was ordered 10 be 
ſerved againſt all Miniſters ho bad entred into their Chuy.. 
ches contrary to the Order appointed by the fourth Head 


E Amb Book of Diſcipline. And, by angthes Act | 
lun fer 
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2 
C. 
y 
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1 
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Ff 
4 thar the ſame was the Deed of the Church, is evident, 
to 
ut 
g= 
iy 
d, 
n- 
Q, 
be 


iembly that fame Year, it is appointed, That 4 
Miniſßer lawfully admitted ſball not be removed, but ac- 
cording to the Order of the Book of Diſcipline, So that 
the faid Book of Diſcipline is by thoſe Acts declared 
to. be both the Rule of Admiſſion to the Miniſtr and 
Remoyal from it. And, as to the ad Book of Diſci- 
pline,” the fame ſtands ratified by this Church in the 
ſeveral Acts of Aſſembly above-mentioned, viz. The 
Ac 1581, appointing the ſame to be regiftrate in theiy 
ts ; The Act 1590, appointing the ſame to be fab. 
Wfcribed by every Months of this Church The Act 1591, 

appointing it to be Rept in all Parts. 54 this Realm, 
And both theſe Books, being the only Difcipline then 
nown in the Church, are ratified by the Act of Par- 
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' Hament 1 92, efablihing Prev terian Government, i in | 
i ſee this Diſcipline entertained; and further declares, That That 


byteries, and Kir ſe Mont, Furiſdittion and Diſcipline there- is 
| 7: to Jo” moſt ju good and. godly, in Time coming, not: 


0p, and ratified by ſeveral other Acts of Aſſembly 


the Revolution, as contained in the Claim 0 of ' Right 


ian Government continued in the Church from out 


of 2 and which Order continued in the Church 


Uuament, Epiſcopacy was aboliſhed and Presb ytery 


which It. is declared to be the Duty of Presbyteries to. 


the Government of the Church by: Aſſemblies, Synods,. Preſ- | | 


withſtanding whatſomever Statutes, Ads, 
Cuil or . 15 75 made in the contrary; 

Which, and every one of them; this preſent A 
pref y declared to deragate. And theſe 8, ag Lge. thus 
he only Diſcipline then known, were ſworn to 
Ranks) in the National Covenant, revived by Aly 


anon | 
To. the 
#5. 2 


Parliament Going that Period; and again ratified # 
by the Act of Parliament 1690, reſtoring Presbytery at 


therein - mertioned; and laſtly by the Union- Aa, ra- 
titying the Do&rine, D Diſcipline and Government of this 
Church, and e the EN: 0 eee Art icle 
of that Treaty. . | 
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I. HE next Point to beinfleudtcd i bas 8 pl: 
n ſiſtent with this 1 of the neceflaty BWP 
Cor at of the Pariſh as well as Presbyrery in the Set- 
tlement of Minifters, ſuch has been the Practice from 
the Reformation through the a Periods of this 
Church, till of late Years. And, ſeeing that Presbytes 


Reformation down to the Year 1606, hen Prelacy Wi 
was introduced, as by the ad Act of King Janes the (WC 
6th's Parliament, that ſame Year, eſtabliſhing the Ordet Wo! 


till the 


ar 1640, when, by the 6th Act of that Far- 


ara a 
Matter of 
Set- 


reſtored; Ap ar have already ſufficiently 
n and Practice of our hs 


* 


1 


. bined ol noms thereahent 
during this firſt Period of her Government from rhe 
1 Reformation to the 1606 ; I beg Leave only 1 0 a 
Ponſideration of ſome Acts of the Parliament 1640, in 
which, as the Legiſſature reftores Presbyteries to their 
rmer wes rind, againſt the ER e had been 
ade upon them by the Biſhops in the t WM 
E may Traits ve. to give us fome. fur- 
ber Light into the Rights and Prackice of our Church 
lative” to Settlements during this firſt Period of her 
vveraments Wherefore I find, rhat from the 8th Act 
of the ſaid Parliment 1640, it appears, That, 1 2 
he precee ding Priod of Presbytery from the Reæfor- 
mation to he 1506, there were no Patronages one. = 
Ine Church but the Laick Para, and fore few | 
chat remained with his Majeft ern e and char 
great Number of Pariſhes i in Fine g fuch. as 1 
never been ſub ed to Patronage, were 


— 


cle Nceteled by the Fresbytery, upon the Suit 40 Cathy of 
LITE gg, ee And that even ſuch reſerved 2 arro- 
1 en, us belonging to the = and other Laicks 
1688 received no Execution from the Church bur in a Oh 5 
+: 2 with their foreſaid expreſs Priuciples, appear: 
in like Manner, not only from their Books of Diſi- 
on. line, ratified both by Accs of A „Council and 
y (Parliament, and ſworn to by all Ranks in the National 
Set- (Covenant, as abovt- mentioned; but alſo from their ſe- 
rom ay Acts of Afembly from Time ro Time during 
this Period; Thus exprefly appointing and pan ud 
yres Ein moths Settlement, his neceflary Confent of Parifh and 
out OY, ; and even proceeding the Length of Inhi- 
lacy if againſt all Miniſters who had pped into 
; the — without oo Otder of Sertlement, as by the v 
det | precited Ex 1 
urch And furt} "Thar, in this laſt Period of Epiſcopacy, 
Pars Patron had come to receive a more rigorous Exe- - 
pain putzen, in a Contradiction to the Principles — Practice 
the e Period: So likewiſe it a 
r of he fai den Act W * e . 


 fince the Reformation. 


deen of old annexed to the Benefices they poſſeſſed, 


ID Ea. 
foreſaid Uſurpation, pretending 2 come in Place of the 
Presbytery, and uſurping their Authority, did alſo u- 
ſurp theſe Churches, who were thus in Uſe to be ſettled fi 
by the Presbytery, and claimed the Patronage of them, 
| which before that Time had never been ſubjected to Pa- 
tronages. Wherefore, that now Epiſcopacy was again a- 
boliſhed, and Presbytery reſtored ; ſo, by this ſame 8th 
Act, all theſe Pariſhes are again reſtored to the Pref. 
e er : But with an expreſs Salvo, of the Intereſt of 

e Pariſbes to be ſettled on the Suit and Calling of the Con- 
greg ation, according to the Acts and Practice of this Church 


And, by the 7th Act of that ſame Par. 1640, it is Fron 
ovided, That where many Churches had been then o 
* vacant, through the Default of the Patrons, during 
the late Period o n therefore all ſuch are 
ordained to be planted by the Presbyteries, but with 
the Conſent of the Pariſhes : And ordains the Lords 
of Seſſion to give Action and Execution for the Stipends, 
to all ſuchas the Presbytery have or ſhall admit to theſe 
Kirks with the Conſent of the Pariſh. * 
And, to this ſame Purpoſe, it appears, from Act 
17th, Par. 3. Seff. 1. Auno 1644, That . whereas Patro- 
nages had thus received a general Execution during this 
laſt Period of Epiſcopacy, not only: the Biſhops, but 
alſo ſeveral Miniſters of the Church, pretending Rigbt i: 
to the Patronage of ſome particular Kirks, which had 


claimed alſo the Patronage of theſe Kirks : Wherefore 
this Act caſſes and annuls all ſuch Patronages ; and 
declares, That the only Power of planting theſe Kirks 
ſhall belong to the Presbytery in Time coming, propria 
jure: But, in like Manner, with a Sale of the Int: 
e the Pariſh, tobe. ſettled on the Suit and Calling of the 
| Congregation, conform to. the Acts and Practice of this 
N e 1. v9 aaa 
From all which it is obvious, I mo, That as. theſe 
Acts, althe reſcinded on the Reſtoration, yet are * ne 


1 15 


/ 


be vidence of the Judgment of the Nation at that Time; 
u-, from theſe it appears how neceſſary they judged this 


ed Tonſent of the Pariſh, as: well as Presbytery, in the 
m, Matter of Settlements ; ſeeing that everywhere, as they 
ar Mus reſtore the Presbytery to their juſt Power of ſettling, 
a-, at the ſame Time, it is with an expreſs Reſerve of 
th he Pariſh's Right of Election or Conſent, conform. to 
e- e 4#s and Practice of this Chureb, as they themſelves 


of Irpreſs it. And ſo neceſſary do they jadge this Conſent 
r the Pariſh, that in the foreſaid jth ACt they ſeem to 

ive Right to the Stipend only to theſe Miniſters. who. 
re thus ſettled with the Conſent of their Pariſhes. 240, 

t is From theſe Acts ir alſo appears, That as there were then 
en o Patronages, nor from the Reformation had been any 
ing Patronages, which were ou Food by the State, 
are Put the King's and other Laick Patronages ; ſo it plain- 

ith Wy appears, that there were a great many Churches in 
ds Nrotland that never were ſubjected to Patronage till the. 


"ye 


. \& decimo Anne annexing the Biſhops Patronages to the 


rown; which were truly no Patronages, but only that 
e Power of ſettling theſe Parithes was W Rl, = 5 
urped by them, as coming in Place of -the Presbytery, 
nd therefore did of Right belong to the ſeveral Pres- 
: yteries, upon the Reſtitution of that Form of Goyern« 
ut 


at Went. Aud, as to theſe Churches, whereof the Patro- 
ight Wage was claimed by theſe other Eccleſiaſticks, as by 
had Me laſt Act above-mentioned ; Could theſe be now 
led, Mnown and diftinguiſhed, they ſtand as yet free of Pa- 


fore onage, as not being contained in the foreſaid Statute 


and If Queen Anne. And, Laftly,, To conclude this Pe- 
uirks Mod, yore wht Rn the e | jp of — Intereſt 
roprio. WF the Pariſbes, ſo often repeated in theſe Acts, appoin- 
tereſt og them to be ſettled on the Suit and Calling of the _. 
' the Mongregation, according to the Als and Practise of this 
this urch, makes it evident beyond Exception, that during 


-» | {Wis firſt Period of our Church, from the Reformation 
theſe. Mwn to the 1606, both their Acts and Practice did 
a full Wnocur in executing ' Settlements allenarly upon the _ 
Evi- {it and Calling of che Congregation, is r 
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Con ſent and A Bd and without the Vaice of the par 
ticular Elderfpip evith chu he is to ſerve in "1d ie Pr 


1642, anent the Lifts to be made to his Maj 


05 Wer 6) that was ever made 


: * front the ſaid returned Lift, to be by * 


{. 


ente 


( ,24 )) 

II. And now, 1 come to conſider the Atsand 8 hi 
Rice of our Church, during this ſecond Period, fron ref 
the 1640, to the Reftorarion, in which it is ſtill evi Ente 
dent, that Settlements were this execute allenarly orf th 
the Suit and Calling of the Congregation, not Lew Preſ 
from the forementioned Acts of Parliament ting 
(ir to be ſo, but alſo from a Peruſal of the A i | 
"Kewbly 1596, Seffion 23, and Article 20% ade bil ere 
the Allewbly 1638, by which it is exprelly appointe ent 
in theſe Words, That no Perſon be intruded in any Opficq ad. 
of 'the Kirk, contrary to the Will of the Manas 16 
which they r 3 by 

And we find, in a Treatife, called, e 7 


Cr of oh Cheek f btn” ary 4 
1641, for Wen of the Engliſ, 10 for preven: Weir 


all Prejudices which the Belt. face amongſt them ire 


had or might have againſt our Church: -Government, \ weRioh 
e theſe Words, Pag. 8. Set. 9, So tbat no Man iers 
ive intruded upon the People againſt their opey or tacii ppi 


It appears alfo from the Act of Aſſembly, 3d 


ther Patrons, which is the on If Cone ion (if it can dl As 
y this Church anent Pa b 

tronages; In which, after mueh Struggle, it had been Nam 
agreed; That a Lift of Six Perſons ſhould be preſeritediſMoub 
byike Pariſh to his Majeſty, or other Ah who oufſMen 
9 theſe ſhould name One to the Vacancy; : And which ch. 
Liſts were to be thus execute, viz. The Presbyterie on 
were firſt appointed to make up Liſts of the moſt” ſab evi 
ficient Candidates within their Boumds; which. hile 


vere io be tranſmitted. to the Synod, to be by them con 


ſidered and altered, as they ſaw fit; and thereafter tran k 
mitted to the Aſſembly, to be examined and altered bye 

them in the fame Manner; and thereupon ſent bad be 
to the Presbytery, who are appointed (with the exp reth 


Conſent of the Pariſh) to make out a Lift, of. Six bh 


med to his Majelty, or. 3 ick Patron; out of 
hich Six, the King, or other a was bound to. 
dreſcnt. ond to the 3 It is true, the Perſon pre- 
evil Ented was obli ed to declare his Willingneſs to accept 
$f the Charge; but then, who could quarrel either ſuch 
Wee or Acceptance, which was thus made with 
ringffihe Conſent and Approbation of Pariſh, Fresbytery, 
Al nod, and Aſſembly, and his Majeſty's ſuperadded 
b 1 Which N > of the pre- 
nt Times, Nhen re ſentat ions cceptances are 
ade, in a. ConradiQton to both Pariſh and Pref- % 


ff t come to ales: our r Daker 22 G pd 
ae by the Aſſembly of hon. at Mel minfter, 
hich was Nies oven by 1 Church of Scotland, by 
err, Abt of embly 1645. And, in Reſpect the faid 5 
Directory does not ſufficientiy diſtinguiſh the ſ | 
Rights, of Pariſh and. Presbytery, in calling, of 
N N. 2 Chur h, in and Lace tha Aga — 
tion, expre except reſerve t oint 
Wy farther Conf 3 ation; and accordingly, Anno 
649, they proceed to the further Conſideration of it, 
py — Ac and meer for Election of Minifters 
at ear. 
, As to hich A& ir is to be obſerved, That, the 1 | 
* 1 ne reformed. by Biſhops oC. moſt worthy 
James, who ſcaled 8 Teſtimony "with * 1 gr: 
aeg the, 3 N 
Men of that Boy cr er, induce th the Be 
f that Form of Government which at 8 W 
ion was retained amon 8 them, while they reformed 
2 every ' other Point, d, at this ericd, Anno 1645. 
hile-the one Part of the Nation. were thus inclined to 
F and the other Part moſt miſerably. divided 
resbyterians, Independents, ab " my Tout | 
ectaries, as the Hiſtory of that Time — 
bz became 8 n for, our 
cpreſWretbren in in ſuch Circ to 
Per N s Vain bal with the * of 55 
0 Py 
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obtained to t 
and that their Beer in England, from their foreſaiq 
© Circumſtances, could make no nearer Approach to then 


— — OST IN * 3 
4 V a 3 : 
ry . 


They diſpoſe of the 


Which this Matter was tranſacted; and tells us, Thar Phe 


to, for the Sake of Pence; of ich ever they ſoot 
diſcovered the ee as he himſelt expreſſes it. Ane 


_— A 
| vet former Rules Four Chated in this Mativr * 


* Church 3 36 devidnd ed done;  wherefor 


fome Limitation and Reſtriction of the e's Rig fol 
; OL 


3 needful, as by their forefaid Dir 
— en the Church of Scoffand, being < 


ity in id tiv. 
cipline, and Gwen r, thro 


e Sel 
b L a ap ars by their Acts and d 4 
- rations yr ag thi Bo Penod, and which they had already 

Satisfaction in every other Point 


in this Matter; they were induced. to make ſome Con 
ceſſions, as by this Act 1 649. Beſides that, a Recom ver 


wendation from the Parliament of Scotland, in their Ac h 


Reſciniding” Patronages, to have it further declared by 


the Aﬀembly, what was to be underftood by the Con 7 


ö tion haying Intereſt in the Call of a Minifter, wal 
Another Cauſe of making this Act; In which, 10 IL! 
ght of frive Election to th elt 
Seffion, with a Sao of the Conſent of tbe 'Parifhiſo. 
20%, They appoint the People, in Caſe of their Diſſen ate 
from the Perſon elected, to . their Reaſons to ' th 
Probytery(u# by by the We fer Directory.) It is ob.. 
ſervable, that, in the makin hrs Act; the AﬀemblWbl 
was much divided as to tho! 1 and differed exe 
. ly in their Judgments about them; "as 4 1 

ne, Hiſtory of theſe Times, Who 
rare Account of that Sederunt of A bey i 


general confuſed Draught being brought in, was agreed 


T have it Fran ood Authority; ty; that it was Twelve at 
. at Night beſore COT were able to bring it to this 


not only to 
oſal' of 0_ Ae s Ri | Raa "bu Ri, 


j 
* . o 
: 


— p A” 4 3 au | = = 
g fo E e — it, 7 1 a th exten 


ther her to E 
4 thy eſſion, as 1 py — ward bande b 
Declan herefore, becauſe this Act fk to de the very 
dund- Work of our preſent Debares and Diſſentions 


1690 Mes 5 


ready 

ont mer Sertlements, and that'it deviates from the Practice 
reſaiq ot the preceed ing Period, I muſt be allowed to enquire 
* the 1 þ tk Soo Jo 


ure Hits Alteration was made? Since, by our 
e ples, and thoſe of them which are the 
ery e ene of the Reformation, we have a Teſt 
whereby to try the Acts of any Council under Heaven; 


Con 
ecom 
ir AE F 


F Councils may err; Therefore I beg Leave to m, 
wal from the 218 Cha Ger of our Canfeſſen, Parag. 3. & 5. 
hat, 19:0, The Church has a ] Ne tilion within h er 
th ſelf, which being purely Eccleſiaſtick, and bel 
ie the Church as the myſtical Body 'of Chriſt, . — 
ate from the World, is of its Nature Spiritual, and 
therefore can meddle with nothing that 1s Civil. 
- 240, That, as Chrift in his Word has left a 
lible Rule for his Church's Conduct and that Rule 
complete in itſelf ; it thence follows, That the Obli 
ion and Validi of all or any Ecoleſiaſtick Act or De- 
ion, towards binding the Conſciences of Men to Obe- 
dience (the ſole Seat of their Juriſdiction) muſt ly in 
their Conſiſtency with this infallible Rule: Both which 
re expreſly laid down in the foreſaid Paragraphs of 


Pour Confeſſiov. 
Ztio, It is. © $ That, as all Rights belonging to 5 
| Zivil or - Ecclefiaftick; ſo theſe that ; 


Mankind, are either C 
ire Civil, whether” they are wg or naturally 
uch he Me” the ah is meant thoſe Rights of Mankind 

which pon the municipal 8 Law of 

he he cup ih laſt is meant thoſe other natural 
Rights, concerning which there is no pofitive Law or 
IBtratute ; ) I fay, all ſuch Rights are Civil in their Na- 
Pure, and OW to Tor * h, or u Membe | * 


Ind that it is an Article of our Confeſſion, That. the beſt 


| a State, or other Society; and ſo, Ring for ever with- w 
out. the Verge of the Church's Authority, do belong t- 


| it 
| 


__ abſolutely to the Civil Magiſtrate. 
Kt 440, On the other Hand, Rights Spiritual or Eccle- 
. fiaſtick, as oppoſed to thoſe that are Civil, muſt be ſuch 
1 as belong to Chriſtians as ſuch; or any Society of them 
We | as they are the Church of Chrift, which is his Body jv 
myſtical, excluſive of all others who are without the 
Verge of it; and which Rights and Privileges Chriſt 
has purchaſed for his Church, and the ſeveral Member 
of it, by the Price of his own Blood. For, beſides tha 
Scripture- evidence of this Poſition, it is plain, that, as 
the natural Law has the whole Race of Mankind for 
its Object, to whom the great Author of it has commu-M 
nicate its whole Effect, equally and impartially ; andy 
the ſtatutory Law, the Members of a State for its Ob- 
ye, to whom the Legiſlaturg thereof, in like Manner, 
diſtributes its Effects with the fame Equality; ſo that 
as neither of theſe can be the Fountain or Cauſe of any 
Kight or Privilege peculiar to the Church, excluſive 
of all other; it plainly appears that no other Cauſe, o 
Spring of thoſe peculiar excluſive Rights can be found, d. 
but t Purchaſe of Chriſt to his Church, and hi . 
Mord as the Warrant of them: And, as it is certain ti 
there can be no Right or Privilege, thus peculiar to his 
Body the Church, and to the ſeveral Members of ir as 
ſuch, but which is and muſt be the Effect of Chriſt g 
Purchaſe to them; it is therefore abſurd to imagine 
that all or any Rights, ſo purchaſed, could be left, ei 
ther in whole or in part, to the arbitrary Diſpoſal offi 
_ , Men, or of any Council on Earth. ' _ 
_ 5to, As it is the great End and Defign of al 
_ Government, that Men may be preſerved in the 
full Poſſeſſign of their juſt n Therefore, ii 
Civil Caſes, n the Judges may lay downlllſa 
u 


* - * 
d OP a 
* e D n ; 2 
ID L * © 
nn . S 
+ PRO — 1 , * eee . « 
4 2 mA. 
* * — 9 8 — n * - ” 1 * 
| " 2 Ry _— . © Ph, 3a " * 7 b 
— . * r wn . x * K SO hn, 
AG . W . : a AL! > hw": — : W r er — — * 
Cs OE A, > Way ELBA 2 OR ret at N | 2 Se EIT: . * ö — 
— 2 3 gorge <2 r 1 — = _ . „ ra 

= — — —— = 8 * N. — . N 
a . — = — < l —— 


nenen T—— ea oe nes 
. Tens = * 


PPP — 


wy”: r 


% — 
A 


A ——— — 


N 


en 


Rules for the regular Execution of Mens Rights, 
yet, as to the Rights themſelves, they can dc 
no more than declare the Perſons, in whom the La 
has fired them, according to the Nature of the Right 
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OE IIS 


od — wa 


des thelf 


hat, a 
nd fo 


ommu- * 
; and 
Amo, It muſt; be granted, that the People of a Pariſh 
have ſome Right or other in this Election: For, if they 


anner, 
> that 
of any 
cluſive 
uſe o 
found, 
certain 
to his 


A it ag 
Zhrift's 


nagine 
eft, ei 


oſal of 


Nales for the Chriſtian and reaſonable Adminiſtration 
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Statute : And in the ſame Manner with reſpect to f 


ritual Rights, altho a Church- judicator y may 8 


* 
5 


f them; yet, as to the Rights themſelves, their Power 


4 an never extend further than tojdeclare the Perſons in | 


ithout the Reach of an arbitcary wh ene 5 ns 8 
ontions, Whick 


have na Right, then I ask, In what Senſe our Chur 

an thus complain ſo heavily of Patronage as a Grie- 
ance, as ſhe has done ever 88 Reformation, and 
does to this very Day, when it thus hurts no Right? 
And further, We ded our Church mean, thus to ſta- 


| N as ſhe has done, not only by this Act com- 
plained of, but by her ſeveral Acts and Addreſſes on 
his Head, from Age to Age, ſince the ſoreſaid Period 
of our Reformation, and even to this very Day ; as by 
her Act and Overture laft Tear. Wherefore, this be- 
ing ſo extravagant and abſurd, it follows that the People 
muft have ſome Right or other in this Matter. 


Spiritual Right, and contained in the Word of God, 
as our Church has declared in her Books of Diſcipline 


the Reformation ſtrenuouſly afſerted and diſpured, both 


ia N 
* * * 0 eee 


or the 1 


tute ſo circumſtantially, and diſpute ſo warmly, about 


But, 20, This Right, whatever it is, muſt of Ne- 
eſſity be either a Spiritual or a Civil * If it is a2 


in the Manner above-mentioned, and was an Article of 


om e and Antiquity, not only by the great 
* | 1 * * 2X Ys 2 . 3 S 5 F ? V N N 
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2 
30 ), 
ind Marne Dipkics of we happy Ferio. but ell 6 by 
1 whole Divines of this Church who have wrote on 
This Head ſince the Reformation: I ſay, If this be real-? 
| Iy their Right from the Word of God, it can never be 
in the Power of atiy Church.j adicatory « on Earth, either 5 
to diveſt them, or 1 to ſtraiten them in the 1 
Everciſe of it; as is plain from Poſition 4. and 5. above 
_ down. 80 the ** e if i OY 3 
r Spiritual t. as e do affirm, by en cavouring 
to cnervate bs ot brought for the Proof c 
ir; in that Caſe the Right muſt be Civil; andy whether | 
it depend upon the Nature of Law or Statute, it is for 
ever without the Church's Power and Authority, both 
by Pofition 3. above laid down, W e id 31.4 
Chap. of * Confeſſion. | K 
But, zw, It is alledged by our O ſites in thigf 
"Queſtion, as indeed it cannot well be denied, That, 
_ altho' this Ri _— of the People to chooſe their own Pa- 
"ſtor Has no ture-foundation, yet it muſt be grantec 
to be a natural al Right, as it is included in the very com- 
mon Liberties of Mankind: For, if a Man can chooſe 
his own Lawier for the Management of his Affairs, 
and his own Phyſician for the Health of his Body, much 
more muſt he have a Right to chooſe a Phy ician fo 
the Health of his Soul, as the one is of ade more 
Value and Concern to him than the other. But then 
alrho* this be a natural Right as to its Original, yet it 
at the ſame Time a Spiritual and Eccle laſtical Right 
in that it does and maſt belong to Church members as 
ſuch, and to them excluſive of all others; by which it 
may. be ſaid to be in its Nature mixed, being 1 thus a Na- 
es 1 580 as to its Original, but ritual, in that 1 ith 
the peculiar Privilege of the Church. 
As to which, it muſt be obſerved, That, as the Ns 
rural Law is no other chan that Eternal Rule of right 
Reaſon, which governs the Intereſts and moral Action: 
of all Rational Agents ; it thence follows, that all Rights 
whatſoever, whether Civil or Eccleſiaſtick, - muſt have 
their I" from 1 it: But _ as a natural * 
ong 


. 


long 6 is ſuch, can > have no. other r the 
d by 5 5 eps Law, how ſGon it comes to be affirmed by a 
de On Statute, it thence· forward ceaſes to 8 Its 
real nd i is by the Statute created a Civil and Municipa 5 
er be po in like manner, ſuch Natural Ri ght e e 1 . 
her ici pate of the Nature and Qualitics.of an wing to pa | 
Wight, by becoming the peculiar Privitege of Church- 
embers, excluſive of all others, ceaſes to be what it 
ral as before, and becomes thus the Spiritual and ſpecial 
Nignt of the Members of Chrift's myſtical Body the 
i hurch, and, as ſuch, can have no other Cauſe than 
Sis Purchaſe, an therefore can neither be hurt nor 
ejudged by any Council on Earth; as by Poſition 4. 
md 5. above fer down, From whence it is plain, that. 
1. Pen abſtracting from the Seripture · evidence, either 
..v is Right muſt be in its Nature Spiritual, or elſe the 
4 72 Juriſdiction in that point nan be loſt. i 
„die, In order to avoid the Spirituality of this 
— and at the ſame Time falve the Church: s Jurif. 
en therein, our Oppoſites may proceed to view the 
hurch as indulged by he State; in which View, it is 
ledged, ſhe may be Rar only conſidered a8 Church 

the full Poſſeſſion of all Rights and Privileg $ inhe- 
nt to her, but alſo as a Civil authorized Society, ca- 
able of enjoying further Privileges conſequent. of ſuch 
Wdulgence, as well, and in the fame Manner, as any 
her y under the ſame Countenance and Influence 
lay 457 4 thence alledge, That, altho*the Right in 
jon be a Civil Right, 'yer it may prong on to the 
a WFburch's Juriſdiction, in vertue of this I , 
In Anſwer to which, I ask, Where is the Warrant 
this Juriſdiction? 'For the Church ok * 
aimed it as her Spiritual Right, on Sy 9 
e Right is become © Civil, their Juriſdiction will T5 | 
nir re a Warrant from the Stare, And here 1 beg Leave 
from Presbyterian Principles, that eden the 
"os Ron of the State could warfant the Church to 

ed to the Exerciſe of a Juriſdiction on the Civit 
wks of Mankind, 25 bein * the forelaid* 


31. Chap. of our Confeſſion. And, if once this Hedge 
were leap'd, I'm afraid our Church might proceed to 
the urmoſt Extent of that Civil Juriſdiction the dig- 

nified Clergy of our Neighbour Church pretend | 
to, from the ſame very Indulgence of the State: 
But then, admitting that ſuch Conceſſion from the State 
could warrant. a Civil Juriſdiction te the Church; yer 
even in that Caſe, it were eaſy to napiſy theſe vil 


Rights from the other Eccleſiaſtick andSpiritual Rights, 
pecu liar to the Church's Juriſdiction: And that, by 
conſidering the Church, abſtract from the Countenance 
of the State, to find if; in that abſtracted Condition, 
ſhe could lay Claim to the Privilege in queſtion. For 
| Inſtance, Let us ſuppoſe the Church in a State of Per- 
ö ſecution; Would not her Members, even in that State, 
Quin the Right of Chooling her own Paſtors? Upon] 
28! (1.4807 the leaſt Reflection, it is more than evident they would; 
e and that even with a greater Peculiarity to herſelf, by 


— — — — 


a ſtricter Excluſion of others, than is at preſent practi- 
ſed; and to which Privilege, in that ſuppoſed Caſe, 
they could not have the leaſt Pretence, in the Right of 
| a Civil Society (that being impoſſible in anyCaſe without 
| the Conſent of the State)-altho* they are, and would be, 
eeiryen in that Caſe, ſtill a Spiritual Society, by an Au- 
14 thority even ſuperior to the State, and that in the ver 
ſtricteſt Senſe and Species of Union that can be Wb 
viz. as Members of Chrift's Body, in vertue of which 
only, they could claim this Right in that ſuppoſed State 
of Perſecution. So that, the more eee the Church 
Fi becomes, and the further ſhe is removed from the. 
ö Countenance of Authority, her Claim to this Right] 
becomes the ſtronger; and therefore does, and muſt, 


PPP 
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| belong to that Spiritual Iuriſdiction inherent to her, andi 

| not to. any Indulgence from the State. IP. 
+ _ And, in the laft Place, Seeing it is thus evident, that, 

| look what Way we will, this muſt ſtill be found a dpi 

ritual Right, peculiar to the Church of Chriſt; and 

f that the Rights and Privileges of a Society are not on 

| the very Bonds and Ligaments, but alſo ihe figs 1 


5 


| 2 3 | 5 
5 go 3 of it, * chat A Society . 
digs * only be diſtinguiſhed by the Rights and Privi 4 


lates peculiar to him as ſuch, from à particular En u- 
ol f 255 of which, OE can only be known : It 


ate hence follows, That, if the Scriptufe, N is the. very 
9 harter of the Ch rch, be a comple Rule (as is every- 
il ere ee it muſt of Neceſſity be compleat 
ichts, I to theſe peculiar Rig 05 and Privileges of the Church. 
t, by if herefore, when, 99 poſites in this Queſtion, even 
ance fir having rejeRted the Fry pture-evidence, yet are not 


lition; ble to er Sig of the 8 eee of the Right, unleſs 
For hey at the ſame Time — the Chucch's Juriſdiction in 
f Per- "© Point, which. is a Pearl of her Crown, we will not ſo 
State, 50 rt with; I am hopeful, that, like NMoab a 
Upon o nding no Place broad enough. whereupon” to 
ould; ir heir Arguments, they will eyen 11 5 q the Ark 
If by 5M the Teftiqoay, where, when, 1 5 n 
rafdti- xamined. he Matter, they. Galley wet erh 
8 Prmers, find a Foundation broad eee for all the 
hr of |"! derſtructure contended to be built upon it 
e Having thus 117 the Confideration of the Spi- . 
A be e ot this R ight, 1 have only another Objectio on 

| ider anent the Church's uriſdiction in that 


n P 
very & oint, namely, That, as it has been alledged, our Af- 


ſembly may not only be conſidered as 5 7 5 5 Judg Bee 
but as a upreme Court in Matters Eccleſiaftick, an 
may 18 lay Reſtraints upon Mens ſpiritual 
Rights, in the ſame Manner as the Legiſlator or ſu- 
preme Court of the Nation does u 5 — that are 
Civil. To which it is anſwered, 5 the Civil Re- 
. by which the Legiſlator does, for the Ps 
ro eneral Benefit, affect the Civil Right and 

| the Subject, 98 only the Aang mien 1 . 
We: Bur, as to the Rights Lent” no Man can de 

ve be diveſted of them, but on Account of his Crime, 
ick, rendering him an unworthy aft of the 
ommunity, juſtly diveſts him of theſe $s Copies. * 
vent of ſuch Memberſhip, : Ad, as all ſuc Re raints, 
OS. the Adminiftrati by of Right, and that Liber 
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| it, are odious in Te of” Ew * 15 7 are ne- 


the urmoſt 25 F his own ry, left thereb) 
5 ſhould induce the Servitude By 85 eide on 


Inches of his own March: 8 even admitting 
che foreſaid 0 4 the Civil Cs urt, y 


exen in that ſame odicus in e of the 
| are and muſt be. pan alin ſo in 1 5 


| 9 "odious; t 


to ref reſtrain, the Subject in that Point © 
tend that d A of Elections; whereas ſuch Inconyeni 


uw which every Man is entitled to in the Exerciſe off mt 
ver juſtify d ylit, 'unkeſ$ they are made neceſfary” 7 y i 
ſome common Jeilir ty ariſin Lo the Reſtraint. Thus, 
by our Law, a Man is re 3 To building u don to 


ill that '&f 
his Neighbours, and therefore, mut hold within eighten 


. it a AW uPpe 
only to t | 
, 5 5 
W. wen 
ers Spiricual 
2 ng from an Authority more awful and tremen- 
, Tbat as theſe Reſtraints are thus in welt | 2 
Tie der as demand theſe rwapre 
Requiſites, 'Fwft, are D come neceſſary by eſi 
{ome common or eral Utility, ariſing from the Ref 
ſtraint. Secondly, That they are reaſonably and cautiÞne: 
ouſly uſed; ſo that, where cither of theſe are wantingſpat 
it becomes an arbitrary Reſtraint of og A now if om 
P. by the Law. And, in this laſt Requiſite, i 
to be wiſhed, that the Church | were as > ark 
in their Reſtraints upon Mens Spiritual Rights, as thao: 
Nite is in Marters of Civil Right: For, as inthe poWur | 
ar or Pole-Eleftions of Sheriffs and Members ofs th 
Parliament, in the neighbouring Part of our ,unitedÞ r. 
gdom, the State never a t it juſt or reaſonabl 
6 Right, not withhnd 
fanding of any Inconveniencies that are d ro at hie 


That as all ſuc . extend 
nien os or Exerciſe of Rig hor Pro el 


8 5 
encies have been thought Reaſon ſufficient for ou ha 
Church: Julianne, not only.arbitrarily to reſtrain th 
People in the . ee of their juſt Right toele Mer 
555 own. 985 wr alſo totally to diveſt them of it 
1 the 146 of what has been ſaid, As this Rig 
jaly 1 a ſpiritual W even when con 

from the Scripture-! Evidence of it, 
8 mi | 


0 nnn more ſo when ſupportec 1/by-i it, 2 Ha 
in the Sequel. — W cannot but con i 
clade upon this Act 1649, That their diveſting Church- - 
embers of their fpiritual Right to chuſe their on PR- 
ſtor, in favours of the Seſſion, was un arbitrary —_ 
pf Mens Right, beyond the Power of any | 
dy: Poſition 5th; — cau never bind the Conſciences 2 
en from the foreſaid 31 Chip. of our Confe Te 
5 being ; diſconform to eee u. nen erer 
irs J ior to | 185 Wee 
| dae here 1 — to beg e 1 Wat 1 
em in my Reaſoning here, and elſewhere, to have K 
doured the Point by far too much in the Eye of 
Warned Gentlemen and Miniſters, to whom Hints + 
Things might be ſuffioient; to Perſons much more 
apable to follow them forth than I am: But that there 
Fre ſeveral others, both Gentlemen and Miniſters, who 
jeſiderate a more particular and minute Conſideration 
f theſe Points, in order to clear their own Reaſonings 
de g them, as they are the Subje&t' of our preſent De- 
es, and in that Account Lam induced to r ber 
eee tan DW bows nora 3 
IV. I come, nie nent Fests conſitier;: * 
his Right of poſitive Election is given to the'Seffion 
or which I could never find any other Reaſon gireb, | 
ut that the Seſſion are to be confidered in this Matter 
s the Repreſentatives of the People, and as the Nation 
repreſented in Parliament by their "Commiſſioners, 
nd the Church by their Commiſſioners in Aſſemb 
nd ſo of the other inferior Societies amongſt us; by 
hich their ſeems no Inj ** done to a Fariſh, by be- 
g thus alſo repreſented. To which it is anſwered, 
hat ee che Repreſentation is duly | enquired: into, 
it is truly void of the neceſſary Characters of — 2 | 
r Repr entation ; ſo, on the contrary; ir plainly ap- 
to be a forma] transferring of the Right of E 
from on Sett of MW vho thefeupom ererte 
hat 3 1.50 om bor not you I pre" 
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ercing a Right | belt to another: And thus it is in 
Commiſſioners to Parliaments, to Aſſemblies, and in all 


ſo much as be pretended in the preſent Caſe, fro 
whence there can be no Repreſentation here, a is alled 


For, Imo, Adinall WM. 3 I ue of A 
Repreſentation, it is the neceſſary Character 


ou 
T 
Ley on that the very Spring and Warrant of ſuch N 
Repreſentation ariſe from the Will and Conſent of ff ct 
the er repreſented, Ae by their - expreſs ¶ B. 
ſu 
be 


Mandate and ion to their Repreſentative for 
that Effect; ſeeing no nothing. leſs then chis can, in the 
Conſtruction of Law, be the Warrant of one Man' $ ex- 


other Conventions and Corporations; but which cannot 


ed. 
ha But, 2do, The Abſurdity of this Kepa meien ap- 
further, i in that Elders and Deacons, of whic 


pears Inc 
the Seſſion conſiſts, are as real Church Officers as 5 Iſer 
Paſtor, havin _ fame Divine Authority, and for th w: 
ſame Divine ſe and Service of the Church, viz Ni 
-Government ener 1 as the Paſtor is for 'Teach- th. 
and admitted and ſet apart to theſe ſacred Offices fur 
b Prayer and Ordination, in the ſame Manner re 
| . ; and 2 ng every Senſe as really Church EX 
Officers, they can have no better Pretenſions to be: the ſer 
Repreſentatives of tha People, than Miniſters. And Sc 
why Ecclefiaſticks, or Church-Officers, ſhould thus pre W 
tend to repreſent Laicks, in Rights peculiar to them on 
iis what I cannat account: for, as there is neither War ve 
rant hor Precedent in the Word of God for any ſuch an 
Practice, and as little from Reaſon; ſeeing, in all o T. 
.- ther Cinil Repreſentations amongſt Men, the Aeg ſhi 
tation is, and o _ to be, by a Perſon of rhe Numbe: dil 
Rank, and yr: ity of the Repreſented,  - —_ | ſer 
ztio, The Diſparity of this B Repreſentation, — Pr 
22 Inſtances of this Kind, yet further appears in ti to 
Want of a true and Proper Cans of ſuch — ne 
on, which lies either in Neceflity, or in the Inconve 
niencies that would ariſe to the Ferſons repreſented bi cip 

5 erxcreing their Ni n Ou Perſons, Thus, 


un- 


in this Act 1649 there appears no ſach Cauſe of a Re- 
ap- preſentation, ſeeing the poſitive Election can occaſion 
no more Inconveniency than the Execution of. he Cor 
WW ſent thereby required: Beſides that, this very Conſent 


boy of private Buſineſs, as well as from an Impoſſibili- 


was the People's Election before this Act, and : muſt 
ſtill be the very ſame, as to every Thing that concerns 
the Execution of it. And, as it bears àn obvious Ab- 
ſurdity, That both the Repreſentatives, and Perſons 
repreſented,” ſhould compear in the ſame Queſtion to 
exerce their reſpectide Rights, and yet the one e AY 
ſent, the other; ſo it has no Precedent, either from 


Scripture or the Practice of Mankind, that I know. 


Whence it follows, That, as the Act makes no Menti- 
on of any ſuch Repreſentation, the Aſſembly could ne- 
Conduct by 


ver have it in their Eye tf yo their 


an abſurd Apology ; but did, and muſt have meant, 
That each of the Parties eompearing on that Occaſion, 
ſhould exerce their ſeveral Rithts, 5 very ſeparate and 
diſtinct, jure proprio, and in Vertue of no ſuch/ Reprer 


ſentation; which having neither Cauſe, Warrant, nor 


Precedent, either from Scripture or Reaſon, amounts 
to a mere Fiction; and, as it has no Reaſon in it, could 


never be the Reaſon of their Deciſion. 


44, That, as our Church had, in their:Books of Diſ- | 
eipline, declared from the Word of God, that this Right 
belonged to the People of every Congregation, _ . 
TEDTONIS O'S Ea ta Trad bs 


— 


= : WW 
* 1 83 — 8 * 
r — + y 2 n 
. r $a; 5 Eg 


1 
N. 0 ———— i 
2 2 5 N de ee — — ena nay 
— 22 2 2 * * — ' >, 
” — ** — 5 4 7 pen ie es | 
— — K— þ = ——_ — * 8 2 : . . | 
ET INN 8 8 — + LG. HO % —— 5 
— A 4 — BY : ES 
pon . RES , 
> - — n —— — 
. wh * * N _ 
— ——ů— . ̃ ˙ i II © 
n * * * 8 — — * 2 * * — . . 
* * 3 (un - * 1 = by oy 
WE 1 « : — 1 
* N N \ 
nn” nos Wet. OE AO e eee 
7 « 2 * 4 
— 
\ Ly 


_— 


2 3 


. 


"5 2687 
2 g . n 
— - == — 4 
— — 55 
Ty — — 
— — ie . 


— —— — 
THEE — 
—— 


OOO 
— 


— — 


— 
— 
b 994 


1 
þ 
8 a 


- _—_ . 
b ES = 2 2 > 
© & - —_— © 4 * ” » — 2h 2 N r. Wr. 
a b : - — — — Iv” , , — 5 — = ebene 
5 * — . 8 - - — — * _— — — 5 A _ ; . . 
8 8 2 -_ 2 — = .- KD 5 "x 2 — . Er ares dos. _— _ - —— 
: * l * * ws — . 5 4 — . : —̃ 7 8 r b 8 
c ö eee * 7 * 4 8 - 5 * —— . 8 — oy ee — - — 
dh r - Moo 2 L _ 222 * — Sw 3 A * —— . — = : 
: 1 F 3 s - N - "Ye, Rt 2 — ———— 
x Sr 2 * = | 
” 2 ; FEISS ny IE OI Ir f — a 


b n more N 0 5 
— 2 ws = , . — ; 
wy — . a : as un I. 2.97% — 4 Hips 
— A _—_e a 4 — — — - 2 * Wm . _ 1 — Y 
Wn ent ae en oe" DN io —' — — — — N i f 2 2 
— 3 —— - 
3 hog, 


— — — 


— 
— 


wh 
14 
oy 71 > 
jt 
4 


1 L. % 
=—_ *. 
i 4 
8 
7 4 bY 
o 47 \ 
32 © 
1 
q = 45, 
| 8 
8 ; $5 
. 1 &7 
"IF: i] "$4 
1 - 
: 2 
. 
22 * 
5 


* 
— 
> es, 


Ro 


pology can 
Oh apy n to have been it 
too much influenced with an exceſſive Anxiety after ing 
an abſolute Uniformity with their Brethren in England, ¶ Hr 
which, they having obtained in every other Point, was cor 
now in ſome Sori compleated by this Deciſion: Beſides, Mthi 
that the very reverend Meeting came to this Reſolution, 
at a Time ſo unreaſonable, as we have heard, when Maid 
they ſeem to have been wearied and ſpent with Diſ- 
"Y, This Ack being evidently an Error of our Church, 
as it is diſconform to their Warrant, ought therefore 
not to have been the Rule of their future Practice; Bor, n. 
as is commonly the Caſe, Once wrong fill worſe : For, Iran 
altho, from and after the Date of this Act, the Rules Melia 
therein mentioned, anent the neceſſary Conſent of the the 


'. accordwg 


— 


I, en to the tro (EET of "Ry . q bel 1 
le IF Gill che 55 Act of our Church on this Head, and adop- 9 
p. ted into the AR of Parliament 1690, at the Keen, i 
nd & differing in nothing from it except as to the Adj 1 4 
” MY of. Heritors, as. We ſhall hear) his favourable . * 
nd tion of an odious Law Suey the Peace and Quiet | 4 
hat of our one. on this Head, till that of late Years many j 
by. of us ſeem to become. weary of the People's having | any jo 
0 the leaſt Concern in the Settlement of their Miniſter; 10 
oh therefore, by: our preſent Practice, the Conſent by theſe 1 
nt, required has come under à moſt unaccountable inn | 
= | terpretation, obviouſly inconſiſtent therewith : ; Where- | 


tat WILT © 
= Ear wo 


it is a Principle in the Interpretation ot all L. Ws, That 


was "i zbeſe Laws, which fawur natural Liberty in # be free Ex- IB 
ata” WY erciſe of our Right, are to be extended; but theſe which pie 4 ; I 
ie, e reftrain e Liberty, are Aridi j juris, that is, ent 


tled to no Extenſion bey e eeſed inthe Bi — 
tute. And, if theſe neg which re 9 5 
ral Right, are ſo odious in the Eye of the Law, pager A | 
by a ſtrict 3 they arc allowed to mean 0 
ice but what is expreſſed, infomugh_ er, if che E. 
pr on is in the low doubtful, the: Preſumption runs 

till in Fayours of be Right re aincd ; much more mult 
it be ſo, where. a Spiritual Right is ſo reſtrained, as * 
ing more odious and unwarrantable. than any . 


conſider ſome of ſc abſurd Inereetaton made. on on ; | 

W ey, Ye t affirmed, That in Caſe the "Up 
Imo. ve it - 1 Ba t e Peo 5 

diſſent from the Perſon elected, 5 7 offer 2 1 0 


Reaſons to the Presbytery ; As to which Reaſons of 
Diſſent, it is alſo eg 7 That no Objections are com- 


petent to . om ple of a Pariſh Ii 5 ele&t- 


d, except are laid s Life and Doctrine. 
n 3 to = i id again bis to ſay, That nothing 
an be more uures edle and abſurd; 


0 it is plaing 

8 hat by th * anſent of the Peo ple of a ecing ri Ilkne 0 5 
heir 1 5. tor, ſo much ECT ho en AR zung 
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ol Men, ariſing either from Nature, Religibn, or Lear- 


meant ſomething that is peculiar to the 


of this Church, but to every other ſober Chriſtian in Bri- 
t ain, who could, by a legal Proof, make out the N | 
» 


much and fo 2 Fa u c on a 


is more than evident, that ſomething elſe is meant the 


Perſon elected, that are neceſſarily pfoductive of their 


one another, as the Shape and outward" Appearance can 


Meaſure and Degrees of t 


fire or Averſion which produces this Conſent or Dif: 
ſent in Queſtion : From which it often happens, that 


0 


me hin uliar to the People of that 
Pariſh as ſuch; whereas to object againſt Life and Do- 
Erine, is a Right that belongs, not only to every Member 


So that, thus to reſtrict the ſpecial 8 of a Parif 
Io expreſly reſerved to them by the Fer A@s complai- 
ned off, to a common Privilege, which no Man can be 
refuſed, is equally abſurd, as if the. ſpecial Privilege | lu 
of Burgeſsſhip or Freeman of an Incorporation, were ar 


reftrifted to the common Privilege of a Subjecr: Which 
is ſo groſs, that it amounts to a charging theſe two reve- t 
rend Bodies, the Weſtminſter Aſſembly, and that of the a. 
9. as well as the State by their A& 1690. either with 
Trifling, or ſomething that is worſe, to ſtatote fo] 
auch and fo circumſtantially on 2 * Privilege to Here 
the People of a Parith in a Queſtion ſo peculiar to them; 
when, at the ſame Time, they meant nothing by it bu 


what is ſo common, that no Man can be refuſed it but by 
becoming .o vile, 2s thar he Uiritor fabe Been fand, 
in an Etcleſtaſtick Court ; which being ſo very abſurd, it 


4 g * 
7 
1 


But, 246. To point bur poſitively whit theſe Keaſbns pt 
may be, it is obvious, thar, as my are Reaſons of Diſſent pi 
they muſt ariſe from theſe Characters and Qualities of the Wea 


Deſire or Averfion, from which this Conſent or Diſ- 
ſent follows. Wherefore, as the Gifts and Qualifications 


ning, do, by an infinite Variety in their Degrees and Con- 
texture, as really diverſify and diſtinguiſu Mankind from 
do; Thence it is, that, according to t Situation; 
heſe different Qualification: 4: 

or from the Want of them in the Candidate oorroſpond- In: 
ing to the Circumſtances of a Pariſh, muſt ariſe rhe De- 


Mi 


BS. £3 * 
i 129 
v * Y 
L415 
0 
1 
* 
8 4 
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, 
** 
7 


amongſt a mere ne 
erf and may even bethe Ob Ketter Wiſh 
Man of greater F ION more ſuited 8 weak 
condition; Whereas ſuch weak Man n be juftly 

 Averſion of a more polite, intelligent People. Thus 
ſa in un Manner, n re- 
| : pot ra ſuit better the Genius of ſome 
others who would defiderate 3 more calm 


in 


aper 


1 5 | 
ry — is to IT allthis Variet 


vintcd at by theſe Acts — $ obeious — 
preſs Frouſos therein mentioned; For by the f= 
. Dire&ory it is p 3 That the andidate, fall 
ach three fevers] 4, and comnerſe dib the People, 

may have Trial of bis Gifts for their ation; 
hs irectory itſelf expreſſes it. And, in the if Parag. 
the Act 1694 they ee e e 

or the ſ⸗ 


acant Congregation 
ide 15 _ 45 the Candidate's | 
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they are, and muſt be, ſuch as are in there Nature tri Con 
flog and naughty, as having no Cauſe ; For Example is 
Obßections againſt the Candidate from Deformity in hi heir 
Perſon, his being of mean Parentage, of a 2 Edu. he { 
cation, or ſuch like ; when, at the ſame Time, they cat nd, 
offer no Objection to his Gifts and miniſterial Abilitie ed 
And thus it was with the Church of Corinth, when -theylhf th 
_- deſpiſed the great Apoſtle Paul for the Meanneſs o ond 
his perſonal 5 $0" 2 Cor. 10, 10. And if thahere 
| Objections are of this Sort, the Presbytery is by the Auch 
appointed to diſregard them, by proceeding to the Sethi 
„ en notwithſtandinng. e WON 
Jo, Having thus diſtinguiſhed the ſeveral Objectic 
and Reaſons: of Diſſent, competent to a Nee wr th 
in the Settlement of their Minifter ; I have heard it ali 
ledged, That all ſuch Reaſons, whatever they be, arc 
- by this Act ſubjected to the Presbytery. To which it rd. 
: anſwered, That, altho' theſe Reaſons which relate to LiffWÞen' 
and Doctrine, do neceſſarily require the PresbyteryMWppc 
7 ne as to Relevancy and Proof; and that the Pre: 
ytery is, by the foreſaid third Paragraph of this Ad ete 
directed to diſtinguiſh theſe cauſeleſs and trifling Prej 
dices above-mentioned, from the other juſt Reaſons 
Diſſent ariſing from want of Gifts ſufficient for their Eſheit 
_ [dification : As to the firſt of which, the Presbytery i eſſa 
appointed, as faid is, te diſregard them, by proceeding ti ¶ th 
5 1 Election notwithſtanding ; yet, as the Laſt, 'whicl 
are relative to his Gifts, theſe being the very Judgmen 
:of the Pariſh, that the Candidate is inſufficient for th 
Charge, and which is pointed out by this Act to | 
both their Right and Duty, as well as it is the neceſlaryfſes « 
Spring of that Conſent, in like Manner provided to then 
by this Act; Such, I ſay, can never be over-ruled' by ect 
Judgment from the Presbytery, becauſe that would bj. 
again to ſtrip the Congregation of this very Conſent pro n 
vided to them, by landing it in the Presbytery. . And't 
what Purpoſe is it, thus to appoint the Congregation ti c 
take Trial of his Gifts for their Edification, in order f( a C 


* 


— — Re Ent, K 7 5 — TR 0 — * b pe .- — 
.* 


onſe for nothing, bur as the Precbytery pleaſts?? 
t is evidently. giving them a Judgment in order to form 
heir Conſent, and thereafter takin both from them by 
Ihe ſame very Act, which is abſurd and contradifory. 
na, when it is conſidered, from the Rule above · mentio- 
ed anent the Interpretation of Laws, that this Act ids 
f that Character, asto be entitled to ne Extenſion” be- 
ond what 4 ee og that, be gh fame Time, 
ere is no Clauſe in the Act giving the frery any. 
ch Power ; It is plain, rn this, E Pro 
Ind is much more fo, when by the Extenſion the Act is" 
hus made to oontradict itſelf. Wherefore, altho' the 
Vefiminſter Directory appoints the Congregation to give 
their Objections againſt the Candidate to the Presby- 
ys (which by the By is not to be found in our Di- 
:fory 1649) yet, as it is obvious, that can neverjbe ap” 
rder to have their Objections over-ruled by a Judg- 
nent 2 It is, and muſt be, chat, as the Direckory itſelt 
ppoints the Objections to be offered with all Chriſtian 
Diſcretion and Nee kneft to the Effe& char the Preſ- 
dctery (who are as much bound to be of that Temper 
the People, ) may, with the ſame Spirit of Meckneſs 
q Chriffia Diſcretion, reaſon 'with them as to theſs' 
eir Exceptions, in order to gale hert Conſent, ſo ne- 
eflarily required by both theſe Directories; In which, 
they de nl till to diſſent, they ought to proceed 
„„ , / nn $48 
610. A further Evidence of what is above aſſerted a- 
at the Reaſons of Diſſent will appear from comparing 
he different Proviſes contained in the 3d-and/qth Clau- 
es of this Act: For, by the fourth Clauſe it appears, 
What, if even the Minority of a Pariſh diſſent from the E- 
ection, the Settlement cannot proceed, provided their 
Pbjections are relevant and proven; by which are plain- 
Y meant, Objections againſt Life and Doctrine, theſe 
nly being thus capable of Relevancy and Proof. Where 
on the other * it 9 from Par 98. that, 
Wa Caſe the Majority of the ongregation difien liffer ** 


ing te 
whict 
gen 
Or tht 
o U 


ceſſar 


Reaſon: ei "Diſſent ; provided they are nox the 
cauleleſs L F Pr ; juſt now . 
It will be all Ia; 2811 pted to ex- 


ave 175.5 
plain theſe Acts, the Peo 2 2 W. nt will a- | 
mount to a Negative; it 8 do fo, ſceing 
Aa neceſſary Couſent is of i Ts Nature. a Negative. 
in Cit Cab, whereyer a Conſent is required by 
Statute, ſin Conſent is thereby made neceſſary, and * 
P N 25 on the gy Lge is 3s ſo re 2 

i is impoſh Legiſlator to VE 
. about — is unneceſſary. So, in like Man- a 
nec, as theſe ire do ftatute ſo ex e 
crcumſtantially, oy x, this Conſent of t 

| in the Matter ot lement, it muſt be — 1 | 
| ſo a Negative on the Settlement itſelf by the 
that this ae ſeems to d be he 
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in {oy quired] abe EW... are 
—— a8 to ** Exerciſe of 1 " ich is e an 
unwarr antable Decifion can do, 1 od reac: 
Poſition th. . Cartwright, th ns AfPon 
firms in his ſecond Reply Fart it Pg LF 957 "Thar 
phe of the Peop i aſtor, as being 
| of that Liberty which Chet h purchaſed fo 
4 Church with his on Blood, is ſueh n ſhe cannot 5 
robbed of it by any Council on ; ;and which he c: 
no more alienate, or. part with, than ſhe -can transfer 
part with her Right 10 the Kingdom of Heaven, | And 
RG an Ap ge. . 
2 ord (h), wit 0 * ; 
VI. I come nom to conſider che Ae of Parligmen 
„ anent Settlements; As to wich Leave t 
make the e e 1, he ae, Ln 
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urch on 8 the ſingle Addition of 2 
— to the Right of Aacken: . The Reaſon af which 
djection . pow to be cnquired into. . 
3 Heritors are the Men « of the Libr $070 | oh the 
the Pariſh, ſuch could never the why the = 

na pro TED 


egiſlature ſhould thus prefer them ir 
z ſo oppoſite-to the e as the 255 


S -Exclufion of ther Chriſtian Bre 


| as 5 it, Chap. 2.—— Dey. 25 „ t 9 f 


ep ble neun 7 — 8 That Heritors, 
il more permanent Reſidence within the Pariſh, 
Fr i 1 conſtant Yon av of the Mini- 
ry, are entitled to vote in the £ lement 927 ropria 


b * AS; no. Man can | 
light 3 Fg Re Life, it we 1 . 

und, that there arc few Pariſhes wherein there are not 

greater Number of Tanents continuing therein for 
&, than Heritors, and have tranſmitted: their P. (- 
pris more frequently to their Poſterity, than the He- 
tors have * -agjne RY Nan warn 


7 con Bu 
he AS itſelF Par, vi us more FT. SS 


ali of it, in that, Tee e 7 

e ſame is continued to > the (1 lerieors of had a = 

Purchaſe, the being thereby ortio-. 

. to make Payment to the — _ the Th Pcs of the 

atronage, For yr to their — 4 — er that 
_ irs 


i 
% 


tron for Recovery of ſach Proportions, And, as the .. 
Act 10m0 Anna, reſtoring Patr Tbs abs dal reſtore an 
thoſe. Patrons to their Right, wh had not received if. 
Payment of the Price APO by this Act 1690 ; fo, e 
in thoſe Patiſhes which had made Payment, the Heritors Nr 
remain Patrons of them to this very Day, by this Act of nl 
Queen Anne. From all which it plainly appears, Thar WW,” 8 
che Heritors are created Electors by this Act 1690, qua iMl.; 
Patrons, upon a Purchaſe; and that the Act itſelf, on fb 
by ut, Is 9567 wer Extenſion of the Parro- ut 
nage-Act. *gtio, As the obliges the Congregation M- 
to offer their * eb e from the BE Noa, ton 
5 the Cog 8 2 I UZANCE 0 t ie | 8 ter 5 t | is, be ir 12 K ; ene 
ral, can extend no firthes 47 as to theſe Realdes Me 
which do neceffarily belong to their Cognition, as wel 1 
have obſerved in the foreſaid Ack 1649; but noways to vI 
that Species of rational Objections on which their 
Conſent, alſo preſerved by this Act, does immediately 
and neceſſarily depend, as I have already explained 
them. Beſides, that, as this Act continues the Reſtraint 
upon the People's Night to chuſe their own Paſtor, not 
only by thus „ N e foreſaid Act 1649, which 4 
firſt "reſtrained them, bur alſo by this further Exten- d t. 
fion of the Right of Election to Heritors,it follows from 5 ] 
the foreſaid Rule anent the Interpretation of Laws, that . 
any Clauſe of the Act that is thus general, is intitled e 
to no Interpretation but what favours the Right re- 
ſtrained. 40, This Act requires no other Qualificati- 
ans of Heritors, but that they are Proteſtants : But it ap- f th 
pears by the 6th Act of the th Seſſion of this ſame Parlia- 
ment, that the 1 had diſcovered the Error of 
this too general Limitation; ſeeing by that laſt Act 
they obliged, notonly all Heritors, but alſo all others pre- 
tending to have a Vote in the Election of a Miniſter, Th 
to ſwear the Oath of Allegiance, and ſubſcribe the Aſ- n oy 
ſarance. to, As this Ack was never a Church-Rule, and 
therefore could bind no Man's Conſcience ; ſo, in that 
it is now abrogate by the Act rome Anna, it is no more 
even a Sete Rule. L, That it is alledged, that EN 


1any of our worthyMiniftersat the Revolution, did not unl⸗ 
ſts, but even did much approve of this Act _— 
Korccable Rule. Towhich it is anſwered, That hate 
er Approbation theſe worthy Men might entertain of 
his Act, as being then relieved from Perſecution, and 
glad of every Thing that was anywiſe agreeable from 
e State, eſpecially when it contained (in App | 
tleaſt) an Abrogation of Patronage ſo much complained 
f by this Church; yet, as tis plain, that this Act was 
ut a poor Exchange in the aboliſhing of Pat and 
ontain'd ſeveral Errors in it, of which ſome great and 
vorthy Men, even of that Period, were exceeding ſen- 
ble, as could be inſtructed by ſome Members yet alive, 


leaſure at this Rule now-a-days fo muck admired. 
VII. I proceed to a Conſideration of the Laws anent 
atronage, and the Church's Juriſdiction in that Point 
s eſtabliſned by Law. From which we ſhall find, 1 
That the ſole Execution of all Laws anent Settlement, 
yhethęr on Preſentations: by Patrons or otherways, to- 
ether with the final Determination of all Queſtions there- 
ent, is committed to the Church excluſive of all others, 
nd to which ſhe has an undoubted Right by an unin- 


by a Series of Laws thereanent down to this Time; 
d which is, and moſt be, ſo committed to the Church, 
> the Effect that ſuch Laws anent Settlements. may 
ceive Execution in a Conſiſtency with the Principles 
f the Church, as declared in the Books of Diſcipline; 
nd Acts of Aſſembly, to be founded on the Word of 
50d; '2d0, That, when the Acts anent Patronage are 
uly conſidered, they do not ſeem to ſtraiten our Church 
a K That the Execution of all Laws anent Settlements, 
- +7 {Whether by Patronage or otherways, is committed to 
Church allenarly, 1 from Act 7. Parl. 1567, 
tituled, Anent the Admiſſion of Miniſters of Laick 
atronages, which Statutes and Ordains, That the 
minen of Miniſters within this Realms be only | 


wh 


o whom they have | fignified- their Regret, and Di- 


rrupted Poſſeſſion ever ſince the Reformation, aa well 


' oo openly a pablick) 
d within N the Preſentation of I Try 
bee recrr to the Jt ad anions # © 
.- iding, that in Caſe the Patron. 
Perſon — ts to his Underſtanding, and t eber 
intendent refuſe ta receive and adinit the Perſon p 
* ſeneed, it ſhall be leiſem to the Patton to appeal tc 
the 12 and Miniſters of that Provincy 
here t , and deſire the Perſbn preſentec 0 
. W if they refuſe, to appeal to thi 
4 General Aſſembly. of this Ralle, by whom the Cauſe 
being decided, ſhall take End, and as they decern and 
declare. And this Act jth is ratiied-by the firſt Ad 
Parliament 15831. mminatim, together with the othei e 
Acts made that Parliament, efta the Reſormati 
en. Aud the Act 1. Par. 14. Famed VI. Anno 1592 
_ ratifics Act 1581, with the Haill Achs rherein- mentioned 
and which is declered to b as; ſufficient as if the ſame 
2 therein expteſt. And the faid Act 1 592 is expreſl 
| e ik AG gs Presbytery a 
2 And, by the 23d Act 1690, reſting ing 
. „ That the Settlement ſha 
(be cogn ebe by the Presbytery, „Te 
Sand by whoſe tmination, the Calling and Entring 
0 Mad ts cer ofderell and concluded: a) 
From which Acts it ig evident, that the Juriſdiction ane 
3 — oe In ry ſir 
ns concerning t r te 
the Church, and that cnn da Proſentations by Patrons 
which is fo diftin&ly ſet forth in that 5th awe 
ratified down to this Time: And of which Privilc e the 
Church has been in the conſtant and unix err Þ 
- ſeſſion ever ſince the Reformation. 
Here T1beg Leave to obſerve, Thats 1 in Eo 
land their Church had not declared againſt Patre 
in ſuch: ſtrong Terms as our Qhurch bad done, ike 
therefore es. — continued to receive an Execu 
tion, even after their Reformation, 3 * 
beate; yet, as or Cheb had. e ta * 
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| a &@ 
that theſe Laws, however formed, might receive all - 
Execution conſiſtent with theſe Principles of . th$nd p 
Church, which tis plain ſhe could neither abate no! 
depart from, as having founded them on a Warrant ſiſſthe 
awful as the Word of God. And which is further evi hus 
dent, when it is conſidered, that in Fact theſe Lawficry. 
received no other Execution from the Church, as {Wficat 
have already made appear ; and yet the Legiſlature not as t 
withſtanding continued this Juriſdiction with her, an einde 
even ratified and confirmed it to her from Time ti eady 
Time, as by the Acts above-mentioned. - From all whic 
it is evident, That the Patron preſenting, and the Pariſh her 
and Presbytery conſenting, was all the Patronage th dm 
was either admitted by the Church, or was expecte hic 
by the State, in a Presbyterian Government, from th 
Reformation down to this Time. 
VIII. I come now to the laſt Point to be conſidered 
namely, That, when the Laws anent Settlements a 
duly examined, they do not ſeem to ſtraiten the Churc 
ſo much as is ge erally believed; Becauſe that, althq erſto 
by theſe AQts the Power of 2 Election has bee I k 
differently ſituate, yet they ſeem ſtill to retain expreſſſ r pre 
or tacitely 4 Salvo of the Peoples Conſent, conform ed, 
the Principles of this Church. Thus, alrho', by At 
1649, the Power of poſitive Election is given to ti cou 
Seſſion; yet it is with an expreſs Saluo of the Conſeiſind tl 
of the Pariſh, as I have already made appear: Thing i 
alſo, by Act 1690, tho' the Power of poſitive Electiqer br 
is given to Heritors and Seſſion, Fe Rill with a Sako « 
the Conſent and Approbation of the Pariſh, as I haf #7? 
2 e And altho, by s Act romo Anni the 
reſtoring Patronages, there is no ſuch Salvo expreſs 
yevrhe fame ſeems plainly pointed oat by the very Word Ref 
df the Statute, which © Ordains the Presbytery to rf 
© ceive and admit fuch qualified Perſon. or Miniſtq preſa 
» preſent by the Patron, in the ſame Mariner as Peſhara 
© ſons or Miniſters preſented before the making of th 
Act ought to have been admitted. For, by the Ahl m 
1690, the Heritors and Elders are appointed to nan 
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th&$nd preſent a Perſon to the Pariſh, to be approven or 
no iſap Proven by them, for Reaſons to be co ſced by 
iFhus precceding the Patronage- Act was by the Presby- 

exy's Cognition of che Gan of the Pariſh, and Qua- 
ifications of the Perſon, as by this Act 1690, which 
7as the legal Rule of Admiſſion at that Time, then re- 
inded by the Patronage-4&# ; beſides that, we have al- 
eady ſhown, that no other Form of Admiſſion was 
om the Reformation ever admitted by this Churth = 
herefore ſuch, and ſuch only, muſt be the Form of 
dmiſſion mentioned in the ſaid Ad Patronage, And 
hich is further evident, that by another Clauſe of the 
ame Patronage- Ad it is declared, That the Act 1690 : 
only repealed in ſo far as concerns the Calling and 
Preſenting of Miniſters, and Difpoſing of the vacant | 
tipends, and no further: So that a Patron preſenting, - 

nd Pariſh conſenting, is all that is or ought to be un- 
erſtood by the Patronage-Aꝶ r. 
I know it will be objected, That this is a ſtrain d In- 
N of this Law, eſpecially when it is confide- | 
2d, that it was emitted at a Time when our Church 
ame under the. Odium of the then Adminiſt ration, on 
ccount of a ſteady Adherence to his Majeſty's Perſon - 

d the Succeſſion in his Family, and when our Diſſen- 
ng Brethren in England and Ireland were in like Man- 

er brought under Hardſhips upon the fame Account: 
From which it appears, that this. Bx lanation of the 
all 4tr0nage-AF ſeems to extend it beyond the Intendment 
ieh 1 ooo kd oo ed A RR, 
reſs To this it is anſwered, 19:0, That, as this Act lays | ' 
Word Reſtraint upon Mens natural and ſpiritual Right, as 
to rYÞove obſerved; fo it is plainly. included within the 
liniſtq preſaid Rule of Interpretation, by which Laws of that 
1s Pei Tharacter are entitled to nothing but what is fully and 
of thiÞiftintly expreſſed, and in every Thing that is oubt- Y 
ke Adhul muſt be interpreted in favours of the Right reftrat- 
> named. Whence it follows, that this Interpretation is 
Z A | 

| . G3 | But 


* 


Saas; 


ſpect to the Le 


eſtabliſhed by Law, for no other 
of her ſteady 1 to her Principles and Duty; 


ſumed of the Legiſlature in any Law. On the Fa 


included in the preceeding Rule, and entitled even to 
ed than before, if that were 


that Senſe. 


; | % 1 52 
PR **. th? preſumed Intention of v7 
Aa, from the Circumſtances of our Church with re- 
iſlature at that Time, will not mend the 
atter: For, as it is ahſurd to ſuppoſe, that the Legiſ- 
lature, who is the Wiſdom of a Nation, could be ca- 


pable of emitting a Law to the Pre 5 4 K Aer a 8 
uſe than in Odium 


It thence lere chat ſuch Intention can never be pre- 


Hand, Even ſuppoſing it were poſſible for the Le; 
lature to be influenced by any 15 Cauſe or roſes ; 
in that Caſe the Statute would become yet more ſtrongly 


a ſtricter Interpretation in favours of the 2 reſtrain- 
des that, 


Gratitude would involve the pre ent Adminiſtration in- 
to an Impoſlibility of: retaining! the Patronage- A in 


Ztio, 1 beg Leave to afficin; That I haye made no 15. 
terpretation on this Act, but what is expreſſy and di - hat 
ſtinctly contained in the Words of it: Fare as I have But f 
obſerved, the Act ordains the Perſon preſented to be ad- ips 
mitted by the Presbytery, in the ſame W as Perſons 
preſented before the making of that A ought to bave 
been admitted. And, ſeeing I have already made it 

«pes pear, that there was never any Form of Admiſſion 
allowed by this Church, even in theſe very Periods of 
it when Patronage was retained by the State, but by the 
Conſent of both Pariſh ang Presbytery ; ſuch, and na 
| _— - be the Manner of Adm bn pointed at in 


But, Zaſfh, Let us even Gppſe 8 this is a Ar 

ned Interpretation of the Patronage-A&, . In 
that Caſe, what Kind of Obedience can iven by 

the Church to a Law, that is thus hind” ro be in 

3 Contradiction to ee own Principles, which ſhe 

med $ 19 be founded dM ang canſifien ae to 
| Tor: 


God ? | This muſt. plain VF in that: 
Quebioh bether to obey God. or. Man ? 3 
which is 75 to every 1 that reads the B 
But, why thus ipvo 9 our wiſe Legiſlator as the re 
thor of this miſera Amitheſis, who bas at the fame: 


©? ime lodged the very Law, complained of ſo elner 
am With the * 1 * 7 A. ee no Effect whar- L 
ty ; Nover but what ſhe herſelf ſees fir to give it? 
pre- Ie is N anſwered to this by ſome, That, if 
her Wwe hall hs Fare to explain the Law in a Conſi- 
gif- ſtency with our own, Principles, we may come ta get a 
ion, Marder Law "coy cal us, to prevent ſor ever uch 
0 9 oblige us to a Rlianc. 
1 to 


which it is 3 That then the Caſe vowes * 

o this, 15 we muſt voluntarily deſert the Raad of our 
Dx 95 "feſt the Legiſlature ſhould ablige us to do it: 
in- ſand violate our own. Principles, left they ſhould oblige | 
in Ws to that Violation: The Reaſonableneſs of which Re- 
Polutien, and how. decent for any Man to utter, is ſub- 
In- Initted; beſides that, it is really yielding the Queſlion, 
' di- hat we are not as 
have Nut further, to « 


der what this new Bugbear of H 


ad- Whips to be broug ht on our Church can be (and whih, - 
rſons Ne are bold to al eee AE LNG 
bave ¶Legiſlator, without the Church's wilful and groſs Ne- 
de it ligence to inform of her Strait) But, ſuppoſe anew - 


Law to be made ” it will; yet, Whatever it is, the 
Execution of it ſtill be come to the Church: 
Becauſe; if the Gren has any Privilege at all ſecured 
o her by. the Union-Act (which ſecures her Rights and 
P rivileges unalterably, as a fundamental Condi tion * 
that 1 Ay this muſt neceſſarily be ſo ſecured, as 

ighr of which the has been in the uninterr 


7, In F oe on ever ſince the Reformation, and — 3 be; 

n by her by a Series of Laws down from that Time; inſo- 
be in much 25 there is ſcarce any Law eſtabliſhing her Con- 

h the Iſtitution but contains this Privilege, by a Ratification of 
h the hat Law which firſt induced it, as is above ſet forth: 
Nord f e one * as well 2 That a R — 


et brought under that Neceſſit 5 
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ment will eftabliſh Epiſcopacy in Scotland, and Preſ- 


bytery in Exgland, as to rob the Church of a Privilege 
which ſtands upon the ſame Security with her very Con- 
ſtitution; all or any of which to affirm of our wiſe Le- 
giſlator, is abſurd and unlaw flu. 
In the next Place, I beg leave to obſerve as to that 
Clauſe ,. in the Act 1719, anent Acceptances, by 


which it is provided, That if a Patron ſhall preſent 
© any Perſon to a vacant Church, who ſhall not be qua- 


< lified by taking the Oaths, or who ſhall not accept or 
© declare his Willingneſs to accept of the Preſentation 


within the Six Months; ſuch Preſentation ſhall not be 
© accounted an Interruption of the Courſe of Time al- 


© lowed to the Patron for preſenting: But, the Jus 
© devolutum ſhall take Place, as if no ſuch Preſentation had 
© been offered, any Law or Cuftom to the contrary 
c notwithſtanding. * As this Clauſe was contrived to 


prevent the fraudſul Practice of | Patrons keeping 


Churches too long vacant, by preſenting Perſons of 
whom there was no Probability of their accepting the 
Charge; ſo likewiſe, at the ſame Time, this Clauſe 
made it impoſſible for any Man to enter into the Church 
by Patronage, without their formal accepting of a Pre- 
ſentation; and, which being an expreſs Contradiction 
te Presbyterian Principles, it was thought that no 
Perſon,” Candidate for the Holy Miniftry, would dare 
to utter ſuch Acceptances, without a previous Concur- 
rence of the Pariſh and Presbytery, by a regular Call, 


So that, by keeping Preſentees to their Duty and Princi- 
ples, the Church 1 in Effect be altogether eaſed of 
| — by the elp of this very 


the Grievance of 
Clauſe. For the Patronage: Act, even as I have explained 
it, ſtill allows the Patron to preſent of new, in caſe the 
Preſentee was diſagreeable to Pariſh and Presbytery: 


But, by this Clauſe, it is plain, that, if no Candidate 
could be found to accept of a Preſentation, Patronage 


could give no further Diſturbance. Vet, how is it to b 


regreted, that A_ ances of Preſentations have been 
anding ? and Judicatories of this 


made of late notwit 
TH 0 Chureh, 


* 


1 odd colthn.. 


Church; without cenſuring that Practice, as it deſerves, 9 
have proceeded in the Execution of ſuch Settlement? 
I know-it is frequently objected, That, how abſurd and 
unwarrantable muſt it be for any Judicatory of the 
Church, thus to pretend to cenſure a Man for obeying 
the Law? LI 8 


To this it is anſwered, That, if the Law had made it 
neceſſary for Preſentees to 4 of Preſentations, by 
requiring it of them as a Point of Duty or Obedience to 

the Legiſlator, ſomething colourable might be ſaid 


in their Defence; altho'; even in that ſuppoſed Caſe, the | | 


Collifion betwixt Law and Principle muſt occaſion 
Scruple to every good Man. But then the Caſe is quite 
otherways ; for the Law is ſo far from requiring any 
ſach Obedience, that it leaves every Preſentee at ab- 
ſolute Liberty to accept or not as he pleaſes: And 
the forecited Clauſe, not only expreſly ſuppoſes the Pre- 
ſentees | Refuſal, but alſo fo far juſtifies the ſame as 
to ſtatute, upon the Refuſal, againſt the Patron's Right; 


inſomuch that the Clauſe reſolves wholly into this ! 


That, if the Patron cannot within the Six Months find a 
Perſon. willing to accept of his Preſentation, then his 
Right of Patronage is. of no Effect to him, and falls in 
the Presbytery's Hands to ſettle the Pariſh as they ſee fit; 
and that without requiring of any Candidate to accept 
or not, but as he himftlt pleaſes. 1) 
From which it plainly appears, That the great Di- 
ſturbance now created in the Church by Patronages, is 
in the firſt Inſtance chargeable upon theſe Preſentecs, 
who thus by their voluntary acce 0 ed to. 
which they are under no Neceſſity ; 
violently thruſt themſelves upon Pariſhes, in expreſs 
ente de de their Presbyterian Principles, as above 
ſet forth; and thereby. wreath the Yoke of Patronage 


upon this Church, which, but for theſe Acceprances, had 


been ineffectual by the foreiaid Clauſmmee. 
And from thence People are and muſt be, juſtified in 

their Averſion to ſuch Miniſters, who thus, in limine of 

their Entry to that holy Function, dare to violate their 


— 3 7 
- 424 „ „% „ + - 5 


5 


the Law, do 


ao — —— — — > 


r f 20 ' _—_— 2. : 23 OE 
— Ce te. E r . N —_— * 
. — —_ . EL —_— 8 TOO” * _ . 8 1 * umme _—_ — * 
— 2 5 r . LA 2 OI ares uE — C _— 
2 —— 0 hy - = — 1 2 , 5 0 —_ ” *K a * 2 "—_— ws 4 
"IF= B GRE" ate . 8 . IRE WE. — Wa K „„ ˙·» 
* RC a —— — OO — Wo. WI OS —— — — wn "LAT Ko 2 N > n 4 K 1 1 "ap. * W 
ada > 8 ” * 5 — w—___ —_ Was, "> Nr Led 1 ' * 1 — _ - * 1 8 a - —_— „ 
— : SEE CEE Io non Sn = 1 B SE. won — — — —— - *. Doo 8 
4 2 one”: og, * — 2 — r 3 — — * — — . + 2 EO OC 1 = . 
Fs mr: —— — 2 — ,. x 22 age oe = "IN b p : — 8 — - 
— — 1 2 * 8 — 4 3 SSIS” 3 a 3 
* — —— — — =. "Lo" — 
— 


— — 
Us —— 


- — — 2 
2 — — 
* > —— —— 
IF * . * = 
_ 
ak: r 2 — ng — 
— er - 
— — — - 7 — 
* — 
15 et 


for them, and which. I 
Extent of it. 


nothing againſt, 0 


lare — ſeems to involve the Leg 


n 
7 1 
- Sr n 
* * 


g A ., Jof that Law, the retaining 


pun 


„ The only. Apology that can be offered 
own Principles wy 01 admit, is, That 


many of them as n6eednfider che Crime io che full os 


1 1 * ? 


re, 0 . this Genſideratiou of hb 
pens it will be alleged, That; by this ; Interpretal. 
tation ot the;Patronage-AR, I ſrem at once to have 
md the Church of that Grievance! In anſwer to 
which, I * to ſay, 1 me, That 1 have offered 
or any wiſe to hurt the plain and ob- 
2 . ef the Statute, but inced out the 
-of it by 3 eee Evi ure in Oy 
R n tation, cannot 

and no 5400 8 . That as the oppoſite 
Irecrpreton of it, by that rigorous: ＋ er 
been „ in ch 

which has iu i wag 
h the Union- Act, eſtahliſhing the Doctrine, 
S of this Church; as a funda: 
mental Article of that Treaty; which, as it is by no 


Means to: de adminted, further points our the M nin 

2 A ee he care 

1 7 | A 
1 If this eee was hs rol: upon 


h in ien, of her. Ready Adherence to his 
= I fx and the Succeſſion in his Family, our 
Church ſtands full intitled, not only to this juſt and 
tavourable Interpretation of it, but alfo to inſiſt for 


irch can be aſcribed to feat ee 7 5 to 

ct of rous ation, and poin- 

her -_ . — . — ſo ready toredreſs 
9 from the Re- 
Ges Feland, of 


Grievances of that Kind, as fully a 


de to: and tien in 
* an mpg: 0h = 
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e * 72 a th 
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© YE EY? * To r. \ Iv. = b 
p69, come now hes it u ; 
be i Conſent of the Pa 


© bytery, is become the fixed Principle of this Church, 
48 conbain in our Books of Diſci line, ratified boch by 
Acts of Aſſembly, Council, and liament, ſubſcribed. 
and ſworn ' to by all anks in the Nitlonat Covenant; 
ſo the ſame ſtands Juftified b the Conſent of all Anti- 1 
quity ;/ not only ſtom the undeniable Practice of the Pri- 
irive Church, but from the Practice of this Church 
+ Popery' was introduced into Britain. a 
On this Head T muſt obſerve; i mo, That, as the Practice 
5 the Primitive Church by "inſelf, inde dent of the 
ipture-Rule, is not an Arg Argument of ſo great Weight, 
Being in that Caſe” bit à human Pra ice, without 
he Divine Warrant; yet, when this Primitive Practice 
nda- I connected with the Scri ture- Evidence, againſt which 
no Evidenee there lies no Objection, but that ſome alledge 
i to be doubtful, it ſtands as a ſufficient Sin | 
t or clearing the Boubt; For this Reaſon, That, as the 
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Primitive Chriſtians lived next to the Times of the Ape 

rt of ſWics, ſo they are, and muſt be'prefumed, not only to 
upon ſave heen well acquainted wich cir Judginent and ug | 
o his ice in the Matter, but alſo 10 have foutided their own = 
our cactice upon it: And which therefore is of itſelk 
| and i ſtrong Confutation of all that wrangling and miſe- 
ſt for ble IE which Bellarmine, and the other E- 
upon i of the Reformation of old, and even ſome a- 
n ourſelves of late, have been put to, in order to 
poin- the Force of theſe Texts; bg a ſubi 5 
edreſs Acer is everywhere — 1 be the ſureſt 
e Re- Id beſt Commentary that can be on a doubtful Law. 
nd, of 24, That, as I have already pointed out the Judg- 
7, ent and Practice of our Church, from the Reformati- 


down to this Time, to have been, that the Electiom 
' # Paſtor: conſiſted in the e Cones of —_—_— : 


Pariſh and N 1 I. * ar n 
have plain founded the ſame upon the Practice of the 


Primitive Church: The Election of whoſe Paſtors, or Bi- 
hops, appears in li er tohaveconſiſted in the neceſ- <« | 
ſary Conſent of Clergy ond Fraps which however al-J -«. 

* » fo required the ſupervenient Approbation or Conſent * ; 
of the chief Magittrate of the Place in order to giveſl ©; 

'z Title to the Civil 1 „And, altho this, 
E of Election (might have now and then met 41 
with Interruption in ſome particular Inſtances, ariſing «. 
2 the ee uent Revolutions of the Roman State, and 4 


twixt the Popes and Emperors ; yet 
28 r Sad, it N with them, and even in the ver 
Election of their Popes, down to the 11 and 12 Cen 
turies. So this Practice outlived. N many othe 
valuable Truths, er in 1 Tract of Tims, peri 


med in that Church; 2 5 from the Inſtances fol i 
lowing, with an endleſs Number of further Evidence n 
* Fathers and her Writer both face <a 
and pro rofane, were it needful. C2 
For the firft Contury ane are told. by Euſebins ins Lib, 3 Li 

_ Gap 3 Page de A of the ins Ld 4 
Church of iſalem — -y 4. 


* : ' and om | OL his 8 Ke We are alſo told 

that fame. Authors that Fabianus was caſey. b 

8 2 whole Clergy and 8 of Rome, ne 

remarkable Circumſtances of that Election: 

4 17555 5 K f 2 5 . e a: 

9 8 E es Ot t an il 

* 37 Bp 0 5 the Manner of cl ng Minter 2 
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1 
© Power of chuſing worthy * — ed Prieſts} * 
2 And adds this R on for it, — 5 


© by publick: Judgment 
of 2 2 the Practice, and then tells us, bar 


© accordi 


BEAT IG Ao | 
© of all, and that a worthy. and fit Pe 
and Teſtimony. "He next 


* it was thus done in the Ordination of his Colle 


Sabinianus. 
© Nefas fine conſenſu Populi, The, Ordination is even un- 


« lawful without the People's Conſent. And, Anno 


« 253, in the third Council of. Carth 


, Canon 27, and 
« ath Council, Canon 12. Ne Epiſcop 4 = 


Let not a Bi- 


* ſhop ordain Clerks without the The Ale and Teſtimony 


*.of the People, And, in the ſame 3d Century, Platin, 
© in the Life of C ricinus, tells us, Ther he who had 
0 22 himſelf well in the Inferior Offices for the 
Time app 


! _ 36 Aaſig- 
© naverit, non immerito ſocietur. Whence tis evident, 
ng to Platin, bart was the EleQion of Clergy 
© and People that made one a Biſhop.. . 8 
In the 3 of the ath Century Anno. 325, we 
find the. Counci cs, Epiſt. Synodica apud Thi 
dum, Lib, 1. C e forte Praſul, &c, If a 
Frelate dies, it | be lawtul for them to ſucceed in 
8 his erg” who. have qr anger A — 
ed t a wort t Charge, k 
« People 8 Gregory of Naziazen tells us in 
« Praiſe of Athanaſius, that he was choſen. 
* «v7, by the of the whole People. Socrater, 
« in bis Lk 4 Hiſt. Cap. 25, tells us of Ambroſe, ol 


© communi omnium Suffragio, &c. That he was choſen to 


be Biſhop in Room of Auxeritins by, the common Suf- 


C frages of the whole People, aa "the Will and Con- 


$ ſent of the Empero. 

In the Beginning of the zh C - wedrealſs told, 
©. That Eradius,who ſucceeded. CN og choſen Suf- 
1 . Ofs,. 5 Suffrages, N N and Subſcrip- 


1 1 2 fie es Lib. 3 acerdote, omnes 
8 Wb _ ana Cling are null with · | 
£45 ; : 


on be approyen- 


ted, exinde jam acceſſu temporum, Prigby> 
. gorio wel. 4 Epiſcopatui, i cums cleri * pge 


«lng tv Ar 


if, te 110. In Nr _ Century, we 


[Cyprian alſo, Epi, 9. C. 2. Lib. 2. H. 3. ie 
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600 : 
4 out. he Knovledge and Aﬀent of the P, cople, 1 
«Lib. de officio Eccle 5. luc ſcatur : 
© fiaconus, &c. The Aich He. en 2 8 70 thither = 
© make the Election with the Clergy and People, that 
E ps. worthy 3 may be thus appointed. Leo I. E- 
| 96. Dui prefetturus eft 3 c. He who is to 
ve the — 3 ould be choſen by all. In 
8 « the ſame fourt Century, as Evagrius informs us, Lib. 
3, Cap: 12. Zeno the Emperor anſwered, That, after the 
ath of Timothy, the hw Archbiſhop of Alexandria," © 
© he ſhould be Bith whom — Multitude of ene 
and People did elek. Dig age 116. 
< If we —— down to = Sin and Seventh Centu- 
* ries, we find from Theoder. Lib; 4. Hiſt. Cap. 10. 
and Nicepbh. Lib. 11. Hiſt. Eccleſ. Cap. 20. te * us, 
That Peter, Sueceſſor to Athanaſius, was choſen by the 
5 e of the People, in the ſame Manner as we have 
heard of his Predeceſſor And Yicentizs tells us, Lib. 
23. Cap. 119. That Prejedtus was elected Biſhop of Au- 
© ver by the Clergy and People; and ne alſo affirms, 
© that Pharaob, being elected Bi op of Meleton by the 
© People, ſoughr the King's Conſent, Vincent. Lib, 23. 
Cap. 1). We find from Platina and Sabellius, Enead. 
: 8. Lib. 6. That Conftantine the 4th, then Emperor, 
publiſhed a Law in this 5th Century concerning the 
lection of the Biſhop of Rome; ordaining, That he 
« | hould be raken fora true Biſhop, whom the Clergy 
rand People of Rome did chuſe and elect; and that 
© without wa rp, for the Conſent and Authority of the 
Emperor of Conſtantinople, or Deputy of ah. 
« "0x the 8th Century we find from Neuclerus, (Gen 
© 23.) That Pope Leo yielded to the Church of Ravenna, ay 
« that the Election of Clergy and People ſhould be ſaf- 
© ficient in that City to make a Biſhop for them, withs 
_ aut his Confirmation. And, in the ws. Centur om find 
that Ludovicus Pius, Son to Charlem | by his GY 
in Favours of the Biſhop. of Rome, id in yield, as 
© we heard Conſtantine di before, that the Election of of 


e . 2 


4 


_ Rome' with” one dries dog ſhall chuſe f 


C 


* the Necethiy of the E or's Origins 

= it recorded, "Cpu Fur. Canon. 1575 63. Ego L r 
cus, &c. In which it is thus expreſſed, em omnes: Roma- 
ni uno Conſilio atq; Concordia, &e. whom the People of 


led Wal ilberk 4 
in char, ſame Age . we find 


try. Pariſhes, Presb erde an ny "Laicks, Nele, and 
Citizens, to be called ro gether to meet 'in to 
cluſÞ, Eccle a ad EleBlonrm Epiſcopi ; und, i thie ſame 
Letter, fa ins a Reaſon for that ry general a Con- 
ventiofv; Quia ab omnibus debet eligi, F wi 25 —— de> 
bet ee, i. e. He ought to be e ected by all, who 
would be obyed by all. And the fame ts Arg tells 
us, That Charles the Emperor conſented, that the E- | 
le&ion of Biſhops" ſhould be be by the 'Suffrages of the 
People” whom they were to govern And Fatto, in his 
Letter 'to Pope Leo lays, Thar 'Rabanu; Abbot: of Halden, 
was made Archbiſhop of Mayens by the great Favour 
of the Princes; and unanimous Eleftion of the Clergy 
d People, Hat. Epift. ad Leon.  Papam. 
hen we come down as far as the foth Century, » 
we there find from Sigonius, that the Clergy and Peo- 
ple of Roms aſſembled together, and did elect 'and'chufe = 
ohn Biſhop of Ravenna to be Pope, who according 
Was bs 11th. And Platina, in his Lives of the 
opes, tells us, That, after the Death of Job 17th, Otbe 
the Emperor, being on his March to Rime on the Head 
of an Army, did at Ravenna create one Bruno his 
Kinſman, then in his Company, Pope, and ſent him to 
Rome to be conſecrated; but the cople, becauſe he 
was not choſen by them, forced him quickly to fle: 
back to the Emperor, and in the mean Time elected 
Fobn Biſhop of Placentia __ The ſame . Platina 
writesin that ſame Hiſtory, That, Leo being dead, the 
Toole and: _— of Rome, nn obtained the Empe- 


peror 
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ow Clergy and Peaple; as ap fro 
6 Petras wo ER Lib. 5. Epift. G. who res us this 
\Duod Ecclefta . uxorionenſss Glenus, Populus, 

© Oy. eta Eccleſia. Arnuphum Saginenſem "fs. in Ponti- 
* com 2 Paſtorem eligit. In that ſame Age, Diabert, 
Patriach of Fera/alem, writes, That, 24 the Fayour o 
|. Boemind. Prince of Antioch, and by the common Con- 
$. ſent of Clergy and Peo ole, he. was. advanced to that g 
* high Diga T. 19. 8 10. Bel, Sacri. 
ut, without multiplying 1 farther, Antonius 


2 N « proves ati 
are le N52 ancient N * the Electi 
* on of Bi ways belon ed to the Clergy and Pee 
© ple, to wl e my. eader, in Caſe | he defirc 
P 
further Satisfaction on. this Head z and therefore I ſhall 
only pg I * 2 oy in my Canon hors itſell 
Di 63 um, &c. Ct. ſcilices Epiſc Hionem 
7 ; Of. Pop Puli, &c. That Bike He be cod 
. to their Diceek by the Elac e of C and Peo 
2 without Reſpect to their Giſts or Perſons, but 
their Wickem or Goodneſs of their Lives, that the) 
ö * mays — by Example and Exhortation, become e 
© verywhere uſeful alſo in that ſame. And here 
obſerve, Im. Altho' it muſt be granted, That, during 
theſe laſt two Centuries, the Emperors and great Men 
had uſurped the 23 of particular Churches and 
Biſhopricks in many Inſtances; yet it appears from theſqp 
Evidences, and many others that might be adduced, thai 
pular Elections ſtill remained. amongſt them. ad 
hl alrho', as we have heard, the Emperor Ludovica 
had yielded his Conſent in the Election of the Popes 
2 Otbas after him did execute their Right in tha 
Election, notwithſtanding of Ludovicus s Grant. And a 
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F 
(fans ſer TO bing it to Hilaabrand, ſome to others afres 
be oy ey ng to acknowledge the Em in 
the Election, came ſoon thereafter r an ge People 
ind alſo, and confine it intirely to the C. and in * 
the © ſhort Time came the Length even to rob the Emperor 
rom and other great Men, of the Inveſtitures of the inferi 
rhisſſ| Benefices. 3115. That theſe Inveſtitures of the "a 
hue and inferior Beneſices were not claimed by ! 
;-Mrors: my others e patronatus, that being 7 
bert vention of of Rome; un 
mitive Reader, ot e the chief M . 
in all their Elections, which they thought for 
ving a Title to the Civil Maintenance, as I have chives | 
2 5 . 
to an ar theſe which 
Ser of Rome having. 2 Magi into their ge Handy 
che Patronages: were thereafter invented as a farther Means 
oo increaſe their Intereſt; by allowing Laicksto 
to theſe Churches which themſelves: 1d builded or do- 
ply ani which.in Proceſs of Time, were alwa ys brought 
to the Church eee and Artifices too redious 
0 ryeſition here. 1515 | 
* Lafth, I obſerve, That, as-this . 2 | 
t ancient Times of the Church does t | 
wy the Apoſtles Judgment, therefore our ——.— 
thejFies, in this Queſtion, find themſelves — to _ 
end their Cavils to theſe Inſtances of Antiquity alte 
x which-howeyer they are involved in ſo great a Clond 5 
of Evidence, that it isi ble for them "6 gee ri of . 
: : Wherefore I beg Leave to conſider a little, and bun 
and \ little; theſe their gative Proofs; for no other I can 


all them, N thus ght in Oppoſition to a poſitive 
Tide. In which, 1m. They: proceed to adduce 
A Inflances of theſe primitive Elections from the 


Hiſtories, as alſo ſome e apt the Fathers ' ' i 
Al U which, being either indiſtinctly or too generally en- 
preſſed, Rs Gan ones pretend to make it appear, If 
har. the whole of che \ancient Practice in this Matter is 


e . k 8 
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"IM. -- 
Terms by which this Election is expreſſed by theſe art. 
cient Authors. As to the iſt of theſe, it is anſwered, 
That, as all theſe Inſtances are at beſt but general and 
uncertain, their Conclufion can extend no further than 
a Preſumption, which for ever diſappears upon the p 

| ſitive Evidence, quia preſumptio cedit veritati. x Dr fans 
ther, becauſe I ſtill chuſe to make Conceſſions; even 
 wherelI am under no Neceſſity; therefore, even admit. 
tipg theſe Paſſages were full and diſtin, the utmoſt 
that could be made of them is, thar they prove the 
People had no Hand in this or that Election, or that it 
was the Opinion of this or that Father they ſhould have 
none. From thence 1s follows, that, with ReſpeR to the 
general Practice, they are either bare Exceptions from 
ic, or at beſt, being but Negative of the People's Right to | 

elect, my are for ever over-ruled by the poſitive Evi- 
240. They proceed to cavil at the Terms by which 
this Election is expreſſed: And here I find that late Au- 
thor of an original Draught of the Primitive Church, 
in Auſwer to Sir Peter King, endeavouring to perplex 
. Cyprian's Teſtimony, from the Word Suffrage itſelf, a 
＋ rm of moſt fixed and eertain Import in gene 
but eſpecially —_—_ the Romans, with whom the 
ju: ſufragi was the diſtinguiſhing Privilege of a Roman 
Citizen, and even the very firſt of that Character, in the 
frequent Exerciſe whereof, both in their Conſular and 
Imperial State: This Term is ro beyond the Reach of all 
Diſpute ; not only to every Man in theſe Ages, bur al- 
ſo to every One at this Day, who will give himſelf the 
' leaſt Trouble to look. into their Laws, Cuſtoms and Hi- 
ſtory. Vet we find the foreſaid Author ſearching out 
Paſt, es of Cyprian, wherein he happens to. uſe this 
Word Suffrage in an allegorical or improper Senſe ;: and 
would thence infer, that Cyprian everywhere elſe means i 
it in that ſame allegorical Senſe; whilſt the Cavil is ob. 
vious to every Man who will but reflect, that a parti- 
culari ad unverſali non valet concluſio, ſecing it is obvi- 
vious, that a Term of fixed and certain Import has and 
To e muſt 

; 1 0 | 


my has every TY, that 1 Piesting, er 
mY that it appear from evident Circumſtances, that the a 


Au- 
thor means it . or N wag ; Which there- 
* fore can extend no further than hat parti rticular Caſe; 
„en And this is plainh founded. in a Obligation every 
it. Man is under to intelli 


igibly ar far as he. can; 
oh which Obligation i is the 2955 if not 5 5 to that of ſpeak 


the ing Truth : For, as an Ercor in the erms is ee to an | 
+ it Uatruth, fo a Deceit in theſe amounts to a' Lie. 


"Ion ai; They proceed to cavil at theſe Terms of Eis- 


in this Manner; That, in ſeveral of theſe Inſtan- 
ces of the primitive Practice, we find the Election 
aſcribed to the Clergy, and only Acclamation, * 
bation, Teſtimony, onſent or Aſſent aſcribed to — 


4 TE Which cems to point out, that the Eldon 


. been preyiouſly performed, either þ 

wal | ne 15 Primores Populi, 5 oy like; to which 

ch. Approbation, Conſenr, Se. of eople appears . 
lex Have been conſequent, To this. it is anſwered, P 


in theſe Tnftances, Election is 
lerfy, becauſe it was their 
ples; bur, for any Thin 
"rimores Populi, or the li 


properly aſcribed to "ay 
Right, as well as the Peo- 
of a e by the 


n e, it is i Mere 28 ination, = 
the hour the leaſt Evidence, aud ariſes on ly from the 
"5 (prefamed In port of theſe Works, Atprobation, Conſant. 
all em, &c. which; as it is at beſt bur a bare Preſum- 
al-Prion, it falls for ever to the Ground, on the follow 
** og Confilerarion, That, altho* the 


Poſitive Ele&Sot / 5 
belong to the Clergy and People, as we have heard; - 
out et it became neceſfary in the Ex 


Execution of ſuch Hes ä 

his ions, to prevent the Peoples being conveen'd to g 
nd F urpoſe, thar. the Cle y and r principal Ferſons 
ans 2 ould Tire ths: previous Concert anent Candidates a 

b. . Propoſed to the. People on the Day of Election: s 

- 1 * e Happened; chat, 525 8 | 
: {Wropolſed was either general or ny J agreeableg 
wy be BleQtion mighr 85 5 8 As Ap probation or. 
ut onfent of the = > ir Acclama- 

ions 0 N _ 
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who afterwards: (as cited by the ame Author) expreſſes 
himſelf thus; So that, in the primitive Church, the 
People did propoſe, name, eleck, and decree, as well 
© as the Clergy: And, tho' the Prevbyters had more 
Skill to judge, yet the People had as much Right to 
chuſe their Paſtor ; and, it the moſt part of them did 
© agree, they carried it from the Clergy.* 
[ ſhall therefore finiſh this Conſideration of the Pri- 
mitive Practice, by inſerting: two Paragraphs from that 
learn'd and ingenuous Roman Catholick, Father Paul, 
Author of the Hiſtory of the Council of Trext, who, in 
that other learn d "Treatiſe of his, anent Beneficiary. 
Matters, ſo. often printed and tranſlated, Chap. 7. ex- 
prefles himſelf thus; We have already ſer forth the 
% Method inſtituted by the Apoſtles for electing 
« Miniſters in the Church, viz. That the Biſhops, 
« Prieſts, and other Miniſters of the Word of God, as 
* alſo the Deacons, who had the Adminiſtration of the 
« Temporals, ſhould{be elected by the whole Body of 
« the Faithful, and then ordain'd by the Biſhop, by 
«© Impoſition of Hands; which continued without Alte- 
% ration. The Biſhop was elected by the People, and 
« ordain'd by the Metropolitan, in the Preſence: of 
« all the Biſhops of the ſaid Province, or at leaſt 
6 with. the Conſent in Writing of theſe who: could 
« not be preſent: Or, if any Accident hindred the 
ec. Metropolitan from attending, the Ordination was 
« performed by Three of the neighbouring Biſhops, 
de with the Conſent of him, and of the other abſent 
« Biſhops. od en when, to improve this 
« Form of Government, ſeveral | Provinces were made 
ec ſubje&t to one Primate, his Conſent alſo was required 
te to the Ordination. The Prieſts, Deacons and other 
« Clergy were alſo preſented by the People, and ordai- 
85 . Biſhop ; or elſe nominated by the Biſhop, 
« and. with the Conſent of the People ordain'd by him. 
« NoPerſon'that was unknown was admitted, nor did the 
« Biſhop ever ordain any but ſuch as were approven or 
405 2 propoſed by the FRI ; whoſe Concurrence 
„„ % _ © was 
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(4c pretend to have any Share, would be unlawful and 
< invalid: So chan ed 

44 to make Good and Evil change their Names, calling 
4 that lawful, which was formerly reputed deteſtable 


- © Reputation of Sanctity. And, Book 35, Parag. pe- 


_ © Authority of the Popes, the Sane Bog the Gene- 


be calls Pontifices, belonged to the Clergy and People 


Cenſtantine, Conſtans, Valentinian, Theodoſius, Hono- 
© yius, Charlemagne, Lewis the Debonair, with diverſe 


et was thought ſo neceſſary, that the Pope St. Leo proves 
« at large the Invalidity of a Biſhop's Ordination with- 
4c out it. In this all the Fathers of the Church in 
tc thoſe Times agree. And Conſtance being choſen Bi- 
at ſhop of Milain by the Clergy, St. Gregory thought he 
at could not be conſecrated without the Conſent of the 
« Inhabitants,who being at tharTime retired toGenoa to 
<« avoid the Ravages of the barbarous Nations, a Meſ- 
« ſage was firſt ſent to them. at his Inſtance, to know 
<« their Pleaſure ; A Thing which may juſtly. be recom- 
& mended to the Obſervation of this Age, where we are 
© taught that Elections, wherein the People ſhould 


and ſo inverted are Cuſtoms, as 


© and impious; and. that unjuft, which had then the 


nult. the ſame Author cites Anſelm Biſhop of Lucca, 
who in the Year 1080 wrote three Books againft Gilbert 
the Anti-pope,called Clement 3d, in which this Anſelm 
proves throughout the 2d of theſe Books, That by the 


© ral Councils, and by rhe conſtant Ufage obſerved from 
© the Times of the Apoſtles, down to the Times wherein 
© he wrote, That the Election of the Biſhops, which 
© of the particular Dioceſs : And that the Emperors 


© others excelling in Piety and Faith, have never. w 
© violated this Uſage ſince the Times of the Apoſtles. . 4 


And citing, withal, a Conſtitution of the Capitular of o! 


Charles and Lewis, in which it is declared, That Bi- it 
Mops ſhall be choſen by the Clergy and People of the . ir 
Dioceſs, according to the Canons, he faith, * That this is I * fl 


| © a Conſtitution intirely conformable to that of the holy I are 
Fathers; and that the Holy Spirit ſpoke no leſs by the WW © 
« Mouths of theſe Emperors, than if it had been pro, tl 


d * nounced, © 


7 


8 9 : * 


nounced by the Council of Nice, or any. other General 


Lie in the next Place to adduce a few Inftanc; 
whereby it appears, that, hefore Popery was introdu- 
ced into Britain, the People were in the Practice of chu- 
ſing their own Biſhops or Paſtors. As to wliich, Hector 


primus omnium, &c.. * Palladius was the firſt that exer- 
« ced the Office of a Sacred Magiſtrate or Dioceſan Bi- 
« ſhop among the Scars, being created by the Pope; 
© whereas, before that Time, Biſhops were choſen out 
© of the Monks by the Sutfrages of People. Balzus, 
when treating of the Britiſ Writers, ſpeaks.to the ſame 
purpoſe; Ante Palladium, Scoti habebant ſwos Epiſcopos 


© own Biſhops and Paſtors, for the Miniſtry of God's 
© Word, after the Manner of the Aſian Churches. 


and ſent here in the 5th Century; yet we find from Sir 
James Dalrymple's Collections, that this Practice ſeems 


in Page 311. 
he tells us, 


8 Ead mer Biſhop of St. Andrews, 


eligenti eum Clero & Populo terre, & concedente Rege 


in freland” And again, Page 133. It appeareth by 
© what is obſerved from an old Commentary ot the Cul- 


© dees, that there was no Ordination of a Biſhop with- 


* out the Concurrence of the Laicks of the Place. And 


6 it is like alſo (adds he) the Laicks had the ſame Share 


in the Settlement of the Culdees, who were their Pa- 


© ſtors.” But, to come nearer to our own Times, we 
are told by Buchanan, That, when Sir. James Sandi- 

© lands was ſent from the Congregation in the 1558.ta - 
the Queen Regent, he requeltcd in the Name of 0 


Boetius, in his Hiſt: Lib, 7. Cap. 128. Palladius erat 


& OG Sc. Before Palladius, the Scots had their 
1 
And, as this Palladius was thus created by the Pope, 


to have continued even down to the 12th Century: For, 


| he third Day after he came to Scotland, 
in the Feaſt of the Apoſtles Peter and Paul, Suſcepit 


© Pontificatum Sancti Andree Apoſtoli, Sc. By this 
© we learn (adds he) what was the Scotifþ Form of Ele- 
«© &ion, viz. by the Clergy and People, with the Al. 
© lowance of the Prince, as we ſee it was the Practice 
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Prayers and Adminiſtration of Sacraments ſhould be 


I lection of Miniſters ſhould be made 45 the People, as 
* was the ancient Practice of the Church. 


© ferred, and the whole ſhall be remittec 


4( 70 . 
© that ſtood for the Reformation, not only that publick 


celebrate in the Mother- tongue, but alſo that the E- 


e e mo, 

ä mm „ ng a! 

I come. now to make it appear, That this Prin- 1. 
1 ciple is, not only thus conform to the Practice offiif,...-: 
the Primitive Church, but was at the Reformation = 
affirmed to be a Proteſtant Principle; and ſtands fur- nere 
ther juſtified by. the Principles and Practice of the beſti 24 
 reform'd Churches. „% or TA if on + 
And, 7 ' As to the Judgment of the reformed, 
Church of France, which in the Year 1570 had above el 
Two thouſand Churches of her Communion, in ſome cle 
of which were above Ten thouſand Members; Their rdin 
Sentiments anent the Method of calling Paſtors, weſhiſte 
have in Chap. 1. Canon 6. of their Diſcipline, in theſe hof 
Words, He whoſe Election ſhall be declared unto Phu 
© the Church, ſhall preach publickly the Word of God hat 
on Three ſeveral Sabbaths, in the Audience of theft m 
vhole Congregation, ſo that they may know his Man- f e 
© ner of Teaching. And the ſaid Auditory ſhall beg 18 
b expreſly charged, That if any of them do know any IId 
© Impediment for which his aid en who ſhall be x 


© then mentioned by his Name, may not be completed, 
© or why he may not be accepted, that they do then come 
and give Notice of it to the Conſiſtory, which ſhall Prei 
'< patiently hear the Reaſons of both Parties, that ſos . 
© they may roceed to Judgment. The People's 81 
© lence ſhall be taken for a full Conſent: But, in Caſe 
© Contention ſhall ariſe, and the aforenamed Ele& be 
<* pleaſing to the Conſiſtory, but not unto the People, 
© or to the major Part of them, his Reception ſhall be de- 

he | E the Collo- 
« quy or Provincial Synod, which ſhall take 9 « Sy 
7 be | | thi” 


both of the Juſtification of theaforenamed elect Miniſter, 
and of his Reception: And alt ho the ſaid Elect ſhall be 
then and there juſtificd, yet ſhall he not be given as a Pa- 
ſtor unto that People 2vainſt their Will, nor to the Diſcon- M 
tentment of the greateſt Part of them. Whenceitis plain, 
no, That, as the Candidate's Gifts and Manner of Preachh- 
ng are by this Canon ſubjected to the Judgment of the 
iy FE ſuch are plainly pointed out to be re- 
zyant Exceptions againſt his Admiſſion. 2d, It is ex- 
preſly affirmed, T hat, in caſe the major Part of the Con- 
zregation diſſent from the Settlement, whatever be the 
eaſons of ſuch their Diſſent, the Settlement is for ever 
ben; ͥ . ĩð ans COT 
a2, As to the Sentiments of the Belgick Churches 
dn this Head, we have them in the 3 1 Article of their 
onfaſſon, which ſtands thus, Credimus minſtros divini 
erbi, ſeniores & diaconos, ad functiones ſuas legitima ' 
ccleſis electione, cum nominis divini invocatione, | eoque ' 
rdine qui verbo Dei docetur, eligi debere. We believe, Mi- 
iſters of God's Word, Elders and Deacons, ought to be 
hoſen to their Functions by lawful Election of the 
hurch, with Invocation of the Name of God, and in 
hat Order which is taught in the Word of God. Here 
t muſt be obſerved, That, altho' the Church is a Word 
pf general Import, yet we have their Senſe of it ſuf- 
ficiently explain d by that learned Author Mareſius Pro- 
feſſor of Divinity at Groningen, who, in his Exige ſis, or 
Explaination of their Confeſſion, dedicated to the States 
eneral, and to the whole Miniſters of the united Pro- + 
rinces, in his Explication of this Article Pag. 450. ex- 
preſſes himſelf thus, 1 debet attendi, S Here it 
ought to be more cloſely conſidered, what we are put 
in mind of by our Confeſton, viz. The lawful E- 
lection of Pallors pertaineth to the Church; for that 
Aſſertion is oppoſed to the common Sentence of Roma 
miſe whoſe Theſis it is, That the Election of Miniſters 
of the Church doth not belong by divine Right to alk 
the People, nor doth it depend upon their Conſent and | 
{ Suffrage.” And, haring juſtified the Pcople's Right: 


3 . 
as a Princ ple of the Reformation LAG oh ihe 8 
tures and Primitive Practice, againſt, belt add 2 \ 
the other Enemies of it, he 8 2 175 ab omni- | 7 
dur eligi qui omnibus preſſe lebet, i. e. It is he thould ff | 
be choſen b W e aſt have the Charge jor all And, 
- © asthis Confeſſion uſed to be read and ſigned at every Synod 
throughou: th 10 Beleit Churches, and was tinanimouſly WW - 
| fignedby the Synod of Dort, and alſo by the 12th Na- 
tional Sinod 8 the Church of France, held at Vitre, * 
ann< 1583; ſo we yet further learn their Sentiments of Ml -'; 
it from that learn d Man, 4pollony, in his Letter to the F 
"Synod of London, Anno 1644, which he himſelf tells 8 
us was wrote in the Name and by the Appointment e of l : © 
the M allachian Churches, or Churches in Zealand, in © 
with he expreſſes himſelf thus; «We grant indeed (as f 
© we faid before) that there is a Liberty of Nomination 
© off Election allowed by the Word of God to all the 4 
Members in a Church, © as no Minifter may, with- | 
3 out 1 8 pag”: and Conſent of tlie People, be ob- 
2 Church, whether they will or no ; 1 | 
0 cog Nominitien or Election doth not yet 7 0 — 
| _ © Miniftcral Power on the Perſons elected, but on 
ll _- © delignetha Perſon on whom it may be duly yr xo 
þ _ © according to the inftituted Rules by theſe 4 have | 
© under Chriftreccived the Power,whereby Ecclefiaſtical 4 
. Authority is derived on this or that Perſon. : 1 
tio, As to the Jad ment and Practice of the Hel- "7 
-_ - vetick Churches, we have in their firſt Confe/fon,  -*< 
compoſed at Bail, Anno 1536, Art. 17. expreſſed thus; Wl -*{ 
Que cum vera Dei elettio 72 Ecclefie ſuſfragio E ma- ©; 
© mum ſacerdatis impoſetione, yette comprobatur ; Which, 2" 
© when: tis God $ true Eleftion, or that Election which 
God requires, tis approven Minit the Suffrage of the -;.. 
2 Church, and Laying on of the Miniſters Han And, 7 
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in their fecond Confeſſion, which; in Auno 1566, was ſub⸗ 5 

3 x e the Proteſtant . —. in Helvetia, as 2 

© © Zurich, Bern, Glans, Baſil; Schaffhauſen Werse 1 

8b Gal, Mulbauſen,, &6; Ts aid, n of Kae, 
2 e gi 1 12 — 2 


13 = 
Order, an 
1 * 5 8 5 how 1 — 55 

oft 5 7 ; | 


TRY. 7 — Þ 
That, althe” there is 4 De ol 
they are ſo far from Dera 0 mi * g the 
People, as our Church, has done, y-the fore 
N hep plainly leave the People at Liberty; either 
to exerce t or Right of Electiom in Ben e Perſons, 
or, if they ſceir needful in order toavoid Tumult dd 
Contention, to do it by 2 Rep deputy ; 
_ themſelves for that 


* 


"nil ela Þ 1. e ö 
215 ing! to his Church : = oF WI ich 1 
þ  ardinarly called; 7 Paſtort,. 8. 

5 7 75 eleBionem ad probat, 
5 roves Election by! the Churct nd, thre 
(Ns . Goodneſs, it is . the G NN, 4 
"= 4 8 forth 15 fach as are 1 8 the Kuger 


— 


1 
I 7 nk: 74). 
. 1 Rn 


ſtriction op hh the 2 Brocard, .Uki les non di- 


| inguit no oft diſtinguere. a4, This Conf bon 
4 E e 
A -of the ch, or of others in their Name, which 


ly b ald by their Appoi 
on the Helvetick Confeſſion. 
| 1 the Judgment of the Se 4 Fe- 
bei, ir Fon, approved by Laber and Ae. 
Wo 2 and the Univerſity of Witten wherg,. Anno 1532, 
il | and thercafter by the Nobi Fea and Barons of Bohemia, 
/ and which being alſo called the Confeſſion of the Wal- 
' | _ dewſes, ſeems to have. been com compares by Jobs Huſs and 
1 5 of Prague, in that it is ſaid to be ex confe(ſonibus 
i uioribhus. In the iſt Par. of the gth Article 
1 N Ke is expreſs d thus, * Docent miniftros Excle- 
Wl | | ha e or Waldenſes teach, * hae 
FF e of the Church, to whom the Admini 
75 of Word and Sacrament is committed, ought to % 
© rightly 2a” = according to. the Preſcript of the 
8 5 oſtles; and that, being Men full of Faith 
„having Gi that are neceſſary for that 
4 1 y thould be called to the Exereiſe | of it 
by the reale are 1 and believing. | 
I I muſt own, that, in the Copy that I have, the Words 
are, Es plebe pia E e el, which might be thought 
mould rather red, out of the People that are god- 
/ and believing ;. But, when 71 had fo tranſlated the 
Ft Fords, the Paſſage. would by no means connect; 
| cauſe, the Candidate being deſcribed do be file Bice, 7 
nnd of a blamdeleſs Life, haying all defy Gifts 
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*| . * of his eng alſo choſen out of. a People thac 
5 are Did ae b and believing, ſeems to be a moſt idle no- 
in the Deſc . e the Dignity 5 2 Ja 


A : Which led 7 5 to think, that the 
be miſtaken in my Copy. But, let art 2 as "ir 


it makes neither for nor againſt the Point go 2 


tonded on the Word. of Ga pam by the. 
ment of this Church, as contain d in our Backs of Dif- 
cipline, and of the Primitive Church, as — 414 from 

Cotrlans bur alſo of the moſt foreign Divines 
ſince the Neformation: Such as, * Can, Reza, 
Eraſmus, Muſculus, Zanchivs, Junius, Cartwright, Bald- 
ondary cies Payer wry nk ane oo 

terian Div n to Cars, 

oe. after-mentioned, both foreign and domeſtick.; 1. 
As have, in what is paſt of this Eſſay, conſiderably 
exceeded the Bounds I firſt intended: l I 8 to "Sac 
as ſhort : 2 3 in this laſt — 


Apof 
— * of nh * 2 as ſufficient. — 
Thus, in Acts 1. 15, 1 5 we find the hi ID 
of the Church, viz. Matibias the A 


— 
8 by 
the Sutfrage of the Diſciples. And, in A, 6. 2, to f. 
we have the loweſt Officer of the Church, , 
Deacon, in like Manner choſen by the Multitude of D 

ciples. And, in 4#5.14,23. we have- the. jar y% 
more ordinary Officers .-of \. the * vir. tl 
Presb yters or n whether they. | N 
5. e OG FATS tl 5 uffra 


* Kk 5 
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| te an ebe Seriprare broogh 
ſtian eligion, bur which ſos Time or other, by che 
Cavils, Sophi 7 and falſe 3 of Mankind, has 
been made to 
| . 


2 nas Yo he Pare of Doctrine "ck dow 45 
narrative of act, a Man LO in-the 
Bible, abſtra from all Gloſſes on either Side, but he 
muſt entertain a Comviction that the Election of all theſe 
Officers was left- to the Diſciplet: including Church 
officers, who are-Diſciples as W Therefore 
een, theſe Facts ab er e 


- os that chr 'Paſlage, bert the Elefion len 


45141, we find,” That; althe“ the Ap ſtles had the Giſt of 
-difcerning Spirits, whereby th afallibly knew who was 
the fitteſt among the Brethren for. fapph ing this Var 

cy; ye they would by no Means inter hoes hs 'the 


Dice bs in Number about 120, being conveen d, Pate 
| udgrities bimſeif to the whole: Convention, by the Ap; 
pellation of Hen and Brethren, as in uer. 16. and goes 


on to 22. ver. where he ſhews' us out of whom the | 1 


Choice was to be made; Of thoſe Men cubo bave accom: - 

2 all the: Time the Lord Feſur- went out aud in 

1, 1 75 One be Ordain'd or Choſen 10 bear Wits 

the” ReſurreBion. And they, viz. the A- 

Nei es, whom Peter thus addreſſed, ap- 

Wo, pſeph and Matthias ; and they Fe — 
12 4 l bee the "Hearts of all An, 
<whether of theſe tepo thou baſt choſeri. And they gave for 
Re u ee en e 

© pan 


1 As ; 
% * 4 


2 mos 3 
4 A End fa FRY — — ay Wu 
as der EA ion common ages; Here it is that the 
- 1 of Que out of theſe Tuo was by the Means 
of:a Lot teft;ro: God: himſelf ; vir che nas plat 
— Belt moin op Rlection of the Two was really 
made by the-320-Difiples. Tho Reaſon of TG _ a 
fold Deciſion in the ſhane Queſtion as it occurs to me 
— one Hand, That as this was an er- 
raordinary Otfice in the Church, who was to haue ne 
ucceſſor, it became - neeetlary that the Eleftion ſhould 
ba diem: way: determined by God / himſelf, - wall the 
bat the? Apoſtles: were. But then, on the other. 
and, Th Derain e mer provioally con- 
nd by of the Diſci ples, appears to 
be a an plain Bvidence hour the Holy Spire: intended the 
tron of er a Clivarch: in Time —— 
x Apolites — he 
eee eee e. in 
che 2 otheꝝ inferior Oflce. 

As to the ſecond . Apoſtolick leftion;' as. 

> have it in tharforecited As 6. ——— 7. Wheo the | 
dt Oben of the: Church;: viz. the Deagon,-was to 
90 ey! the Apoſtles called the Mulitude of be 

iſriples unta them, and faid,-:Look yen ou: amg you = 
oven Men" oft bene Reyord, full of 228 ben and 

Wiſdom, whom und nay apptins ver this Buſineſs. And 
As 2 eaſe the awbole and they choſe. © 

and Prochorus, Sg. whom: they ſat l- 

p the defies; And when they had prayed, they. hat 
der Hand on bm. 1 RON pms altho?: 
ho A es, as being filled with the Holy hoſt, es 

—— oapable to have made an Election ot pro- 

er Perſons, and from their foreſaid Diſcerning of Spi- 
ins were much more able'to form a Judgment as tothe 
Qualifieations hereby required, than it is poſſible for all- 
d hes ef the: A — to eee, . 
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/. lib and Dutch £ 
follows; Cum vero ip 


ſome of the Biſh 


is xepererigarres, and 


their Magiſtrates, 

ſent by holding 
| uſed only once more in the New Teſtament, vix. 2 Cor. 
38. 19. it is there tranſlated Choſen: For, in Adds 10. 2 ü 
the ſame Word is uſed, but with the Prepoſiti 


4e. en Eph. 4. 1. 


78 


in our Verſion, but according to the Original 
be, M ben they bad by EleRtion ordained them Elders in 

every Church. And thus it is in all — 
tions, to wit, Beza s, Tindal's, Wickliff s, tho Tygurine 
Verſion, Fac. Camer. Piſcator, the Dutch and v 6 
Latin, Eraſmus his Paraphraſe ordain d to be read i 
every Family i in ee by Act of Parliament, Eu- 
Annotations, our own old Engliſh "Tran. 
whoſe Words are as 


0 K 5 


tranſlated in our reſent Verſion of the Bible; but then, 
pointed by King James VI. 

had finiſhed their Work, the ſame was committed to 
who altered no leſs 
ages in the New Teſtament, and this 
ſpeak the Lan 


lation, and Pagnis and Vatablus, 


por ſuffragia creaſſent 
Jas Eccleſtas 3 1 thus (I am to 


when our Tranſſators 


to be reviſed, 


than fourteen | 
the reſt, to make them 


ver — left if by ihe Apoſtles to the whole Molti- 
de Election of:Church- 


officers y the prof Healer doch whole Mem. 
hereof the e ght. 

e e Tilting of olick Wa 
bare it, Acht 14.23. The Words are wrong tranflated 


the Church of England (a). The Word in the Greek 


ſignifies Election or Choice, drawn 


from the Practice of the Athenians, who, in electing 
uſed to expreſs; their Choice or Con- 


up their Hands. And, as this Word is 


tion ad 


Qed, as I ſhall afterwards notice; and it is remarkab] 
that, in every other Place where 'Ordination is — 


uite different Word is uſed. Beſides that, a — 
ven to Cardinal Bellarmine to condeſcend 


128 been 


that | ever thi TTY was mga oy 1565 Nee een 


ADS: e 


ay Mr 2 Laue f F T c. C: 


ſhould 


the Writing of the Scripr res, to ſignify. 
rch- but Zle#ion, Choice or va And from th 
lem. -that fo many g eat and learned Men have ach 13 
I very Texts affirmed and demonſtrate the Peoples Right 
1 to chuſe their own Paſtor; ſuch as Calvin OW [22 
(c), g (d), the 3 Ate 
Turretine (f), Calderwood a 1 8 2 ee 
(i), . (K), Principa Rule 54 Priacpel Forre- 
ſter (m), Mr. Lauder (n) V. Profeſior "Markins (o), and 
many others, who haye all affirmed the People's Right 
from theſe Texts: And Ameſius ſays (5), That Belſar- 
mine himſelf owns, that Election 1750 Suffrages is the 
only proper and native Signification * the Word. And 
to theſe Authors and others after-mentioned I muſt te- 


ſed againſt theſe Texts, becauſe a particular Conſidera - 
tion of them would ſwell this Paper beyond my Intend- 
ment: I therefore incline to confine myſelf to hat ch 
cerns the. Ix rt of this laft Word, vu ur, 
Acfs 14. 23. o much quarrelled. 

As to'wl 1, it is queſtioned, How this comes to de 
but one ſingle Word, when ſo much is contended to be 
built upon it? To which it is anſwered, That a great 

many other valuable Truths and Doctrines contained in 
the Scripture do depend upon the Import of ſingle. 
Words or Terms, as well as this. But further, it is to be 
noticed, That, as the ſacred 0 of this Book of the 
G15 48; gives us the Hiſtory of a great many Years'Tranſ- 
Cor. actions, e in great Multiplicity of Facts; he 
* 41. GA El ms. a ententious | and NETS * 


* 
. 
aDIC, 1 3 


lance en this Text. (9) See * 5 Text, (e) Cent. 
ſeend 1. Lib. 2. ** (Ff) Inſtit Theol. Par. 3. P. 255. 


Ae ee, * 5d ch) Due Right of Preb. pag. 


55 4. (i) M "Chap. 2, (&) On Rev. p. 51. 

Ieh Rat. Def. 199) 200. (m) 20 77, to Prelates. 

e, in (n) Ancient Bilk s conſtder'd. (0) A 4 The. Kul 4 
* Bell. Eero. p. 97: 9. 8 


fer my Reader, for a Confutation of all the Cavils rai- 


nt, a nk 7 it. "Lib. 4 Py 3. Par. 1 7 Tos 1. N 


ton through the whole of his Book, be 
few Wor, 6 EN for that AN | 
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doſe; and there 

{elf to be Luke the Le zarned, as. well. 

el, I ae very; A 

It is obje&e of whe . 
this Word x 127 is every wi 


cites, that 094 
native and proper Sign mean Elen 
find it. ſometimes uſec 


"Fate and Suffrages ; yet we 
. Where there can be no Votes and Sufftages, for which 
A, 10. 41. is adduced, and other Inffances from pre 
fane Authors; and thence conclude, that the Word i 
ot doubtful Import. To which it is anſwered, Tha 
this appears to be a mere Cavil, on the followinj "Conf 
_ deration, That, as the Wordevery where means Choice ot 
Election, even in the very Places objected; fo, her- 
ever the Word is applied ho One, it muſt neceſſarily Meat 
the Choice of 1 becauſe the Circumſtances « 
the Caſe evidently point out the Reftriftion : Bur, oc 
the other Hand, w 55 it is uſed in the Circumſtanc 
. ofa Plucality, it. there as neceſſarily means rhe Choict 
of that Plural ity, f ſignified b by their Votes and — 
But further, as I Cree before, anent the Wort 
| Suffragium, which means the ſame with the Romans tha 
this Word does with the Greeks ; The proper and 
tive Import of both theſe Words g fixed to n 
. Choice or os by Votes or Suffrages, I thence affirm, 


3 out 
the b aj <p Ph 


That, as they can in no Paſlage be reſtricted, but when 
the evident Circumſtances of the Caſe point out that R 
ſtriction, whereby to juſtify that improper U 


lage of che 
Word; Sith ws, That, wherever theſe ords art 


| free of that Reſtriction by being. anywiſe in the Cir 


- cumſtance of a Plurality, they neceflarily, return to thei 
native and proper Sigmfication of a Choice b by the How 
and Suffrages of that Pluralit Lag 8 

And * in the foreſaid e 10. 41. wh | 
it is faid, Unto Hitmeſſus N before of Ged ; Th 
Word being there reſtricted as applie 2 God, it is tran 
lated chaſen, Tag's f pointing our the Choice. of hi 
vo is but ; it is there all, choſen before, 


But, on the 


Election by the Votes and 5 es 
us Wow nz ly that, in the all Gs 


12 
on | 5 Word i is uſed iprop 
1 17 55 Mean ng; but, in "the la Caſe, where the 


Suffrages 
heard adduce! a any Author, where the Word, 
being applied to one Perſon, or otherwiſe allegorically 


tulleſt P + tad" „pointing our an Election by Votes and 


ee of the Gale, W out the Author's 


the Choice © or Electia of 2 Pluralicy, expreſſed by their 
Votes and Suffrages. Sd thar all theſe Inſtances . but 
as ſo many e e 5 the World laſts, will 
never make a Rule. I nn notice as to. a Citation 
fram Maximus Tyrins; 8 8 adduced; where the 
this, Word is applied to Darius's Horſe, by whoſe Neigh- 
ing his Maſter wa made King of Perſia « But the Ex- 
e is Foetical, pointing out, that, by rhe Suflrages 
of the Competitors in that Election, it was agreed t 


and, if the Expreſlion i is not thus improper and _ 
R POLOS: out as aboye, it is plain Noneſenſe. 4 
. Bur, to, conclude this Argument from. the Serip 


Conſideration, That the Example o 
the Church in 
Iuſtitution in all 
Wee. is evident- 

6, 7:. 4nd ye became Followers of us, and of the Lard 


the Apoſtles, and of 


hings not otherwiſe. .determined:= 


| Se Gi 7 of 22 which i 1 Ade By in Chrift 55 
t t © xample, . 
oy 5 Commended in Siprte but it is a ſo ex indy 


8 1 


ene of. the Sager e 2 which R to t 
| Jec 15 other Hand, with . poſe | 
oe in As 14. 23; the Word, be- 
ircumſtance of a Plarality, as ne- 

e 

, being pr from us 

rd i 5 uſec in its native Import, it there ſtands in its 


us it is in all the Paſſages I ever yet 


or improperly ea it ſtands there reſtricted by the 
3 but everywhere elſe maſt necefiarily mean 


the Man whoſe Horfe neighed firſt ſhould be King; 1 
jy to be obſerved; That the n of it lies in 915 | 
pture, has the Form of a 2 * | 
from the following Texts, 1. 3 . 
Aud, Chap. 2. v. 14. Au YesBretbren hecame Foilocberi of 


| eie in that X Cor. 1* 16 1 Wi Bevefore 1 Hoc 5 
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Practice of the Apoſtles in conſtituting the Church, and 


BT» © TRY 
you is be Followers (or Imitators) of me. Beſides that, | a 
were it otherwiſe, the great Deſign of the Book of the | /, 
Add, had been loſt, which is principally to ſhew us the 


that for our Imitation. And what have we more to 

pretend to, for the Warrant of Presbyterian Govern- 
ment, and that Subordination of Judicatories maintained 
by us, but a few Inſtances of the er, Practice, join- 
ed with this unavoidable Neceſſity of following the 

Lord and them, as in the forecited Texts? 80 that this 
muſt be a fixed Point, with us at leaſt, as it ought to be 
with all Chriſtians, That Apoſtolical Example is equiva- 9, 
lent to Sc ripture- Precept. „ 

'* Tr only remains now, That, in order to finiſh this an 
Section, I point out a further Juſtification of this Pra- A 
Rice of our Church, from the Judgment of the moſt emi- ,, 
nent Divines, both Foreign and Domeftick, ſince the 
Reformation; As to which, befides theſe already cited, ¶ ne 
1 5 adduce a great Number: Such as. 

Of the Helvetian Divines, Zuinglius (a.) Bullinger (b.) . 

Peter Martyr (c.) Muſculus (d). Alſo, of the Geneva Di- 4 


vines, beſides Calvin and Beza already cited, I might ad- 
duce Zanchy Profeſſor of Heidelberg (e) Een Freme l- « | 
ius (f.) In like Manner the Divines of Saxony might be 
adduced, Luther (g.) Gerard (h.) Chemmitius(i.) Matthi- | « 


as Flaccus Illyricus (k.) And further, of the French Di- Pr 


vines I might adduce Morney Lord de Pleſſis (l.) Dane- | « | 


us (m.) Chamier (n.) Sc. And-in like Manner of the 
Dutch Divines, as Waleus Profeſſor at Leyden (o.) Voetius « \ 
+ Profeſſor at Utrecht (p.) Alſo of all the other Profeſſors | « | 


50 | 1 V 
Why oem EE TITER hi 
(a) Fac. atteſt. p. 31. (b) Deca. 5, 6. (e) Fac: atteſt « 
5. 45. (d) Loc. com. de min, ele. 8 3 præcept. £ 1 
col. 783. (f) Fac. atteſt. (g) De minift. eccl. inſtit. p. 365. 
(h) Tom. 6. p. 105. (1) Exam. Conc, p. 226. (k) De elect. ] 
Epiſcop. (1) Priſus unbiſh. p. 67. (m) Quick s Synod. cr. 
p. 166. (n) Priſus unbiſh. p. 68. (o) De vocatione paſtorum, (t) 


Oe. in lie. com. p. 474. (S) Fol. Ecel. par. 2. 5. 546, 54): 


. 


there that J have ſeen. Engl 
adduced, as Dr. Field (r.) 


= Di might be alſo here 
. Willet(s.) As alſo Mar- 


ſball, Calamy, Young, Newcomen and Spurſlexp, Authors of 


Smectymnuus, Mr. Samuel Hudſon (t.) Manton (u.) As al- 
ſo Mr. Oliver Bewles, Mr. Flavel, Mr. Thomas Hall, 
Bucer, Whittaker. And of our Scots Divines, beſides 
e e, Calderevood, Durbam, Principal Rule, Prin- 
ipal forrefter already cited, I might ade Mr. Park, 
r. Lawder, Mr. Jameſon, and even the whole of our 


Scots Presbyterian Divines, that ever wrote on that 
Head fince the Reformation till of late Years. 


And as it could be no Ways entertainin in this 
hort Eſſay to rehearſe what all theſe have ſaid, I ſhall 


confine myſelf to a few Paſſages from ſome of them; 
and refer my Reader, for his further Satisfaction, to the 


Authors themſelves, or to a Pamphlet called us Po- 


puli Divinum, where moſt of them are cited. Such as, 
Amongſt the Helvetian Divines, Zuinglius, that emi- 


nent firſt Reformer, who before Luther began to preach 


the Goſpel purely, firſt at Glaris, and afterwards at 
Zurich, Anno 1516, he affirms, * That there is nothin 
* ſo agreeable to the Ordinance of God, and to the oli 
© Inſtitution, as that all the whole Church of the Faith- 
« ful among a People, together with certain godly and 
© learn'd Biſhops, and other faithful Men —_— Skill 
in Things, ſhould chuſe a Paſtor.” And Muſculus, 
Proteſſor at Bern, likewiſe affirms, * That both by the 
Example and Ordinance of the Apoſtles in the Primi. 
© tive Church, Elders, Paſtors, Biſhops, and Deacons, 
* were, in the Eccleſiaſtical Meetings, choſen of the 
People by lifting up of Hands.“ 1 WÞ7 
And, as to the Divines in Saxony, we have Luther 
himſelf affirming, That the chief Right of calling Mi- 
© niſters belongs to the People, over whom none is to be 
+ ſet without their wine. And in like Nw | 


BY 4 . 8 


tr.) On the Church, lib. 5. cap. 54. (s)-Synop. Papi. 460. 
(t) Eſen. and Unit, of the Cath. Ghurch, p. 45, 138, 237. 
(u) Heb. 11, 8. P. 33. „ 
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chat © Man, Gor 4 ine a, «Paſtors 
« nr eg called p65 fer the Baade ent of t ee -net+ 


| ©. ther is any to be obtruded npon 2 Church againſt 


4 her Will. And he ſays, This is proved by expreſs 
2 Seripture-Teſtimony, and the conſtant Practice of the 


Primitive Church.) As alſo, that famous Brunſwick 


Divine, Cbemnitius, affirms, © That Examples in Apo- 


- "In that forecited Paſſage of his Iuſtitutians, after having 
ſpoken of the Election of Matthias and the Deacons, 


1 ſtolical HY: clearly ſhew,+ that Election or Voca- 


© tion did belon "the 4 Church.” And he adds, 
This is the udgmeri it and Way of the Apoſtolick, Pri- 
mitive, and ancient Church; concerning the lawfal 
8 Electien and Calling of Miniſters; which Judgment 

and Way hath Place in thoſe Churches which are 
P conſtituted according to God's Word.“ ne 3 
* In our Churches it is ſo. 

And to come to the Geneva Bien n we find Caloin, 


affirming to this Purpoſe, Therefore we judge that to 
© be the lawful Election of a Miniſter aceording to the 
© Word of God, where they who appear to be meet, 
© are created with the Conſent and Approbation of the 
© People; indeed other Paſtors 'ought to moderate the 


= Election, leſt the Multitude | ſhould offend through 


=  Levity, ill Deſign or Tumult. And alſb Beza, Cal. 


vin's Colleague, in that forecited Place, ſays, It was 
4 never received in Chriſtian Churches already conſti- 
.© tute, that any ſhould be admitted to an Eccl-faſtical 


Office, unleſs treely and lanfally choſen by the Qhurch 


< particularly intereſted. And he ſays, That Patro- 


bir nages, and Corruptions of that Sort, they owe their 


4 8 unto, or have ded from, the Devil: 


I Though it is not to be called in Queſtion, | bur chere 


3 


were ſpecious Pretences for them at firſt. Eauchy 
Profeſſor at Heidelberg, in that forecited Place, afferts, 
That to elect Paſtors: without the People's E 

© as it is not Apoſtolical, ſo neither is it law ful; and 


; « 8 ſuch a Miniſter is not a ce 
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1 e wards-of the Goſpel, that the A 


. lion and 
to write 


can part with their Right to the Kingdom 
"Gilleſpie, in his 46/cell. Q 


1 as to the 1 1 5 4 1 e Abe: 8 
is ſtill own'd the Authority of the Church of Rome, we 
find him, in his Parapbraſe on that 4s 14. 23. afficming, 

« That foraſmuch as it was requiſite to the ſetting fore - 


4 poſtles ſhould travel 
© who. rc choſen by the Voices of the Commons of e- 
very City, to oyerſee them, and to ſupply the Rooms 
© of the Apoſtles in their Abſence. Fees to all the Pro- 
ſeſſors of Leiden that I have Neth, a upon this 

Head, Jus paſtores eligenth, Qc. The Right of chuſing 
8 Paſtors belongs to the Church, and therefore common 
© tothe People or Commonality with the Presbyters“ 
And as to the French Divines, we find Morney Lord de 
pl s after having cited the Centuriators of Hagdebrrgbwith 
Approbation on that foreſaid Ac, 14. 23. he affirms and 


prone — thePapi iſts and Jeſuits, That the Power of E. 


dee Thus alſo Danes, another 
great French Divine, who was imployed by that Church 
againſt Bellarmine, and was after wards Profeſſor 
at Leyden, tells us, The Examples of the Ancient Churcb 
3 this Point, in eubich, without doubt, Election 
by the Voices. of the evhole — uſed, as is eaſy tobe 


_ own in Akts, Chap. 6. and Chap. 14. And as to both Scots = 
and Engliſb Divines, they are very well known. For, 
Fiſt, As I have already mention d, we have bothRucber- - 

Furd and Galderevood citing 

Paſſage of 'Cartwright's, wherein | 
Righs the People have to call their own Paſtors is of that Na- 


with Approbation that ſtrong 


1 affirms, That this 
ture, that tbey can no more alienate or part with ii, than they 


eftions, Cap, 2. proves the 
People Right ro chuſe their own Paſtors from Scripture, 
from nity, from Proteſtant Writers and Churches, 


Vea, from ſound Reaſon and the Confeſſion of Adver- ; 3 
p. 18. he aſſerts it to be a Proteſtant Erin, 1 


aries. And, 


ciple; and p. 20. 21. PICs bone ON yl | 
pb 2 ye 1 ee 


many Countries, they ſet Prieſts or Antients, 4 


by he Mond of God belongs tothe whole. 


3 And 


from the Practice of the neighbouring Churches of the 


© Lil be alledged, That this 
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Y. FAving thus pointed out the Practice of our Church 
"1 from the Reformation down to this Time, and 


RM 0 juſtified the fame from the Scriptures, the Fra- | 
Ciice of the primitive Church, as founded thereupon, 


» 


Reformation, 'and the Judgment of a long Train of moft 


I T obſerve, 1mo, 


Method of popular Elections, which ſeems to be poin- 


ted out by the preceeding Paper, will neceſſarily in- || 
troduce Diſorders and G Raſbne in the Church. "To 


0 f 
a 2 . 


which it is anſwered, That, as it appears that this Pra- 


ctice continued in the Church for above 1000 Years; - 
and, as Mr Clarkſon has obſerved, after his moſt careful 
Search into the Hiſtory of theſe Times, there are not 
above Ten Inſtances great and ſmall to be found of any | 
Diſorders that happen in all that long Period of Time; 
and, even in moſt of theſe (if nor in all of them) Biſhops, 
or other Clergy were ſtill to blame for the Diſturbance: 


ny) that once 5 100 Years ſome e deere 
ſhould happen, the Inconveniency cannot be ſo frequent 
as is imagined, nor can it euer be put in Balance. with 
the Execution of a Right ſo ftrongly affirmed to the 
People as I have ſhown. | Beſides that, as that Argument 


had no Weght with the Ancients towards difturbing the || 
Pape in this their juſt Right during all that a Ta&t 

r Govern- 

ment towards reſtraining the Subjects in their Civil 
Rights, as in the Caſe of Popular or Poll Elections of 

Sheriffs or Members of Parliament already mention d. 

And why the Church ſhould find this Reaſon ſufficient 


ime; ſo it has as little Weighr with our 


for reſtraining Men in their Spirtual Rights, which the 
Magiſtrate by no means allows to be ſuch in their Civil 


' Rights, I know no Reaſon can be aſſigu c. 


4 


gere. een eee 
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n 4 
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. Kinition of Juſtice, 
that, allowi 


| if this Practice is execute to the full, then the Church : 
Ils left at abſolute Uncertaint „ ha 


by; ſeeing, even in that 
N ther the Election ſhould bel 


-conveen'd in that 


ſeem by that Scri 
But, as I have no 
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4 OR 1 Ba abt ena! That ü this 1 


1 this een blardity with it, that ir pute the |} 
Richeſt and moſt Russ on a Level with the | 
Mleaneſt in a Pariſh, 
ir ought to be, 
Right, all Mankind are and ought to be on a Level: 
Thus it is in our Civil | 
otherwiſe in Rights Spiritual, no Reaſon can be given: 

ſeeing the Law, whether ther CO, 15 Spi 
ſpec to all Matters concerni 


becauſe, in every Queſtion that concerns 
Rights, and why it ſhould be 


ritual, with — 


ffects with an N | As it 13 the ve 


De- | 
cuique tribuere. 
ng this e to den execute to its fulleſt 


1 5 7 Heritors and other Perſons of Diſtinction muſt 


arily, from their Authority and Intereſt with theiv 


Tenants and other Inferiors in the Pariſh, have taffi- 3 
cient Influence on the Election, altho it is . unworthy 
of _ Court to affirm an ſuch Thing to them. 


ut further, 3th, Tis heavily complain d, That, 


ving no Rule to walk 
ie, "ris till diſputed whe- 


ong to every individual Man 


or Woman within the Pariſh, or to the Malcs excluſive 
of the Females, or to Heads of Families, as a fuffici- 
ent Re eſentation of their Nea (en ren and Ser- 


vants, from the Authority the Scriptures 
_ "over all theſe. As to ho irt, The ave to dank, 5 
_ that, as all Rights and Privi fo a Con 


gregation, as ſuch, ought to be Bin by theni when - 
Capacity; and, in which Conventions. 
Women being fo expreſly diſcharged to ſpeak, they. 


leave the Church to * any of the other two Methods | 
the thinks fit; in the Execution of Gither of which, „ 
Im m perſwaded ſhe will meet with little d age e 
| 40, It is to be obſerved, as to this Com mg w_ 54 
Sd Wack 4 * * as our Charch lus "Ho 


4 


To this it is anſwered, That fo a 


Right, diſtributes is 


Prohibition ro be excludec 4 5 5 
h Warrant to proceed further, E 


88 


That the Rule fats, Pho the. Ward 
which Declarator ſhe is ſo ſtrongly. jul 
ſhown ; and that the Church of Chriſt, the 
Days of the Apoſtles, down till of 15 e Lea ee 
neither Doubt nor Difficulty in executing this Scri 
ture-Rule; And, what has thus been à ſufficient Rule 
for ſo long a Period of Lime in the 
1 50 be ill ſo: Wherefore I'm afraid: our Complaints 
18 


ind do not riſe ſo much from the W 
1. a Rule, as Fo EY cted a 7 


jet, and in 
en. a — 


having contra 
ing to ſo many falſe 


triving new Ones, which as they diyert more and more 
from the Scripture- Rule, tend to create greater Diviſion 
and Diſſentions amongſt us, that, the, Scripture-Rul 


can do. 
to. But further, As to this new Rule, i it is 1 

That, ſeeing by the very firſt Principle of our Refor- | 
mation aboye-mentioned, every by 1s allowed to judge 
for himſelf anent the Validit 5 Falk 15 any Church-Acs 
or Conſtitutions, how 25 ch Tee with the 
Seripture, which is the iubellble * ; and that our 
Church has thus trained up p het aple of Scotland from 
the Reformation, both doktr nally, in the Belief of, and 
Hei onn? in the Poſſcſſion of this. Right of alli 

t 

I 


cir own Paſtors, as thus founded an the Word of Ge 

therefore the Church ſhould now. proceed to — 
Rules, that are any Ways diſconform to this their former 
Practice and Declarator, the People of Scotlaud are in 
that Caſe plainly involved in that 2oth Article of our old 


Confeſhon, to which we are fo ſolemnly engaged, name- - 


th, That if Men, under the Name F a Council, pretend to 
forge new Articles of eur Faith, o to n Conſtitutions re- 


gnant tothe Nord of God; then utterly We muſt refuſe the 
5 as the Doctrine of Devils . which draws our Souls from 
be. Voice 77 25 only God to Follow the. Deffrines and G offt. 

butions TY 
Sto. —4 Leave. to obſerve, That, if the, Church 
hall ee either in the Execution off ſuch ne wrt 
| e 


urch, muſt cer 


nes. We are ayerſe to return to the 
Scripture-Rule, 40 1 chuſe to go on ſtill con- 
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4 under no Neceſſity from the Law, as I have endeavours; 
ed to make appear i The Conlec uenge muſt . 


everywhere be allowed to be. f | 
And here Ido not mean that wok" and BST” I P 
Part of theni, who are too often repreſented. ta be 8: 
uy 8 97 5 poſers of Patronage in our Church; but een 


FB che more clolely 
they adhere to their Princi les, they are on that Ac-" 


Able Influence of whoſe Government they tl joy the free 5 f | 


_ tf his Maxſty knew, that the Execution of a few Pa- 
tronages, of ſmall Value to him, was to have ſo Wrong 0 


«x 1 69 


= be Aude, Are, ae bee, and 
eclarator, or in that rigid Execution of the Patronage: 
Act, which has been attempted of . late | Years, and . 
which the Church in my humble © ſeems to be 
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only to divide the People of Scotla from their M 

ſtry, who, when that i is done, muſt male a very poor 5 
rance in the 27 4 of Mankind, as well as of Mi 

tir Government; but alfo to create univefſal 

and; Diſturbance in the Mindso his Maj city's molt: amt =. 

ty Subjedts and ſincere Friends to his Peri and Go. 


vernment; for ſuch the Preabyterians of Scoth 4 
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ſolid ard 9 ON Chriftians amongſt them, 
5 have been aff ro his Majeſty, and 1 hopeyhall | 


count the more attached to his Majeſty, by the 1 


Exerciſe of theſe Rights, ſacted and 1 t are, at 
the ſame Time, of that Temper, that they could ſuffer 
HR in any Thing ſoonet than in the Reſtraint, 
of their ſpiritual Righrs. Wherefore I am perſyaded, 


an Effect on the Minds of theſe his beſt Subject hs 
would give but little Thanks ro our Church-Judicas _ | 
tories, who thus, by over-aCting their Part in the Exe= 
cution of the. Laws, contribute to. extend that Gradgs' _ 
for ever, beyond his Majefty's Intention, fo well pains |. |} 
ted out from the many 22 a his Indulgence  . 4 
A Project ſo e e impolitical, that, as Miniſters ſa 
mu do everywhere become the Obj ject of the: 
le's Averſion, from the Reaſons I own advanced 5 a . | 
r are by that e . * , RA 


Soyernment in that 


3 


ES ; F © 7 . 
Hr ever incapable, 5 to ſerve God or their Prince: mh 


creas it is evident as Sun-ſhing, That if the Mini- 


ſters of Srotland are ſettled with the Conſent of their 
Pariſhes, conform to their Practice ſince * Reforma- | 
| br ell of late, as they in that Cafe with 3 5 Af. i 
3 jon join in Hand in Hand for the *. port of h Bf 


0 


ereſt, ſo a2 are the Favre of * 
art 


of the united K. Wies 17 


muſt ___ that the Concluſton is ſtrong 


Leave to ay, , Thar, if the Tait are ur enden +: | : 


dur Church, altho* authorized by Law, ſtands excepted; f 


it is more t 


an n ſupported. 


giſlator 


xR i in Britain, or of any ration in it. And ye 


| becauſe, by her Princiz les, the? cannot give the Parlia- 


ment the proper Apps pellarion of OR 4 iritual as. well | 
C 


as Temporal; w I beg Leave to ſay, can be owing. 
to no other Cauſe but her own Neglect: Eſpecially. 


when it is conſidered, That Quakers in England, who. 


altho they are only a Sect tolerate by Law, yet ſtand 


indulged to addrefs the Legiſlator in their own Terms ; 


as an unalterable Condition of that Treaty, whereby, 


Iy follows, her Want of ſach Acceis to the Legi 


ſo that our Church, who is thus authorized by Law, 1 


having all her Privileges ſecured to her by the Unim- 48. 


as the ſtands well intitled to that A pplication, it plain- 


can be aſcribed to no other Cauſe than that I have men- 


tioned ; by which ſhe may, in Proceſs of Time, be hurt 


in her Privileges, on no other Account than this, of her. 
Want of Acceſs to plead her Right before the e F 


ang 1 anent her e 
'S, 1 * Ex s 


And, Laſh, I beg 0 to obſerye, That che Pri- - if 
vilege of humble Petition or Addreſs to the | 
is fo abſolutely neceffary for the Preſervation of 
that Men can be ſecure as to no Right without it; and is 
on that Account the Privilege of eyery the meant Sub: 
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< HAT having juſt now ſeen a Pamphlet, ine 
Anode and bumble Enquiry concerning the Right © 
ans Or of eleSing and calling Minifters, &c. the 

Author of which, I find, follows much the ſame Plan 
with me, but on the oppoſite Side of the Queſtion : As 
%s it was none of my Purpoſe to meddle with any Gentle- 
man's Performance, but only to point out what I conceive - 
4 to be Truth, from the Proofs and Vouchers I had exa- 
is || minced ; and that the preceeding.Sheets were in the 
3 Prefs before that Pamphlet appear d: I ſhall only ob- 
r i ſerve, That, I was ſome Time ago of the ſame Senti- 
: ments with that Gentleman, as to ſeveral of theſe Points, 
„ which was allenarly owing to my Ignorance of them. 
11. Þ - And as I always maintain'd a moſt fincere Love and Re- 
s eck even for thoſe who differed from me in Opinion, 
* 


Judging it beneath the Character either of a Chriſtian 
0 or a , dee to entertain any the leaſt Prejudice on 
d that Account: Therefore, altho the Manner of my Rea- 
I oning may appear ſometimes too ſtrong, from the Terms 
I I have now and then uſed; yet I can declare, That T' 
„mean no more by it, than to point out thoſe Reaſons that 
55 | induced me to this Change of Judgment; with this 
* 
r 


ſingle Intendment, That they may appear with the ſame 
Force and Evidence to thoſe that differ from me, that 

5 : they did to me, in order to operate what I believ d to 
be be aà juſt and reaſonable Effect. And, on that Account, 

I only beg and intreat of my Reader, that he would 

. take nothing either on that Gentleman's Word or mine, 
but examine our Vouchers, as he and I have pointed them 
out, in order to judge for himſelf. And, as to any _ 
Reaſonings that either of us have uſed, they are anal! 
: muſt be ſubmitted to the Reader; in which neither . 
us can either deſite or pretend to more than an imparti> -. 
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